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Major Historical and Cultural Attractions 
 
There’s a lot to see and do in Philadelphia.  This is just a partial list of the major 
attractions to get you started.  
 

Independence National Historic Park 
The National Park Service oversees nearly 20 city blocks containing sites of 
historic importance in downtown Philadelphia. A few highlights include: 
 

Independence Hall                              520 Chestnut Street, (215) 965-2305 
See the rooms where the US constitution was developed and debated, 
as well as the upper and lower chambers used by the nation’s first 
Senators and Representatives. Entry is free, but tickets are required and 
can be picked up across the street at the or online at 
www.recreation.gov (a $1.50 applies to online orders). Open daily, 9-5 
(Sat & Sun 9-6). 
 
Liberty Bell Center                         6th St & Market Street, (215) 965-2305 
See the famous cracked bell and learn about its historic, symbolic, and 
cultural significance in a comprehensive display.  Open daily, 9-5. 
 
Franklin Court                                         322 Market Street, (215) 965-2305 
Visit the site of Benjamin Franklin’s home and explore the printing shop 
where he produced Poor Richard’s Almanac, among many other 
documents and books. The on-site Benjamin Franklin Museum features 
artifacts and interactive displays. Open daily, 9-5.  

 
 
African American Museum                                     701 Arch Street, (215) 574-0380 
Trace the contributions that people of African descent have made to American 
history with a visit to this museum, which houses a diverse collection that 
includes everything from folk arts, to historic Philadelphia photographs, to 
abolitionist-era documents and artifacts. Open Tues-Sat 10-5 (Sun 12-5). 
 
Mutter Museum                                                19 South 22nd Street, (215) 563-3737 
The Mutter Museum showcases a large collection of 19th century medical 
instruments and specimens. Wandering through the displays of human skulls 
and preserved body parts has a reputation for being creepy, though anyone 
interested in 19th century medicine should find its displays quite fascinating. 
Open daily, 10-5.  
 
Barnes Foundation                    2025 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, (215) 278-7200 
During his lifetime, Alfred Barnes amassed one of the largest and most 
important collections of post-impressionist and modern art in the world. Today 
his collection is housed in a museum that recreates the rooms of his home and 
replicates the layout of his original display. Open Wed-Mon, 10-5. 

 
Philadelphia Museum of Art         2600 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, (215) 763-8100 
At the top of the museum-lined Parkway, this museum houses over 200,000 pieces 
of art including everything from ancient Asian sculpture, to European Renaissance 
painting, to modern American photography. Don’t forget to run up the “Rocky 
Steps” when you visit, either. Open Tues-Sun, 10-5 (Fri 10-8:45). 
 
Eastern State Penitentiary                            2027 Fairmount Avenue, (215) 236-3300 
Built in 1829, this massive stone prison was designed with the hope that quiet, 
solitary confinement would inspire penitence in its inmates. The prison operated 
until 1971, at which point it was abandoned and fell into ruin. Today the site is 
operated as a museum, and its crumbling remains are carefully preserved and 
interpreted for the public. Open daily, 10-5. 
 
The Library Company                                                1314 Locust Street, (215) 546-3181 
SSAWW’s opening reception on Thursday evening will be held at The Library 
Company, and will include a viewing of the special exhibit, Fashioning Philadelphia: 
The Style of the City. The exhibit focuses on the city’s contribution to the early 
fashion industry, from the mid-eighteenth to the early-twentieth century. 
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Restaurants 
 (All within easy walking distance of the Sheraton) 

 
Amada                                                         217-219 Chestnut Street, (215) 625-2450 
Featuring an Andalusian tapas menu, Amada focuses on fresh grilled meat, 
seafood, and an extensive list of Spanish wines. Lunch special $15; small plates 
$14-$20; prix fixe $55. 
 
Campos Deli                                                          214 Market Street, (215) 923-1000 
Pick up a quick and easy sandwich at this local deli that specializes in Philly-style 
cheesesteaks and hoagies, as well as house-made soups. Lunch and dinner $7-
$12. 
 
Capofitto                                                             233 Chestnut Street, (215) 897-9999 
This restaurants services panini sandwiches, fresh salads, Neapolitan pizza 
baked in a hand-built, wood-fired oven, and plenty of Capegiro gelato. Lunch 
and dinner $8-$20. 
 
City Tavern                                                         138 South 2nd Street, (215) 413-1443 
City Tavern was a favorite gathering place in Revolutionary-era Philadelphia, 
and the kitchen has recreated a number of 18th century dishes that were likely 
served here. Note that the staff wear period costumes, so the atmosphere can 
feel a bit kitschy, but the food is generally agreed to be quite good. Entrees: 
lunch $12-$20; dinner $18-$34. 
 
FARMiCiA                                                              15 South 3rd Street, (215) 627-6274 
Featuring an innovative locavore menu, FARMiCiA includes lots of veggie/vegan 
options in a dining room decorated with urban-rustic touches. Entrees: lunch  
$8-$15; dinner $16-$28. 
 
Franklin Fountain                                                 116 Market Street, (215) 627-1899 
The menu at this old-fashioned ice cream shop is chock full of fizzes, 
phosphates, floats, and sodas, all created with house-made ice cream. It’s a 
popular dessert stop with locals, so you’re likely to see a line out the door well 
into the evening. Desserts $4-$15. 
 
Han Dynasty                                                       123 Chestnut Street, (215) 922-1888 
A Philadelphia favorite, Han Dynasty is located in a 19th century bank building, 
and the dining room retains some of the bank’s former grandeur. Specializes in 
spicy Szechuan dishes, though there are options for those who prefer less spicy 
food.  Good for both small and large groups; reservations are recommended for 
dinner. Entrees: lunch $8-$12; dinner $12-$20. 
 
 

National Mechanics                                   22 South 3rd Street, (215) 701-4883 
Housed in an 1837 bank building, this place serves casual pub fare 
(burgers, nachos, etc.) in an eclectic and somewhat gothic atmosphere. 
With several dozen beers on tap, this place is also a popular bar at night. 
Entrees: lunch $7-$12; dinner $10-$20. 
 
Zahav                                                          237 St. James Place, (215) 625-8800 
This critically acclaimed restaurant serves family-style modern Israeli 
cuisine, with lots of vegetarian options available. Reservations 
recommended. Small plates $10-14; prix fixe $45. 
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Other Places and Events of Interest 
 
 
Delaware River Waterfront 
Just a couple of blocks from the Sheraton you’ll find the mighty Delaware River. 
Grab a snack from one of the food carts and relax on the river bank to watch the 
boats go by, or head over to the Independence Seaport Museum to explore the 
history of the river.  The Penn’s Landing area is also home to a number of festivals 
and special events.  
 
First Person Arts Festival 
The First Person Arts Festival champions the art of personal storytelling, though 
spoken word, memoir, fiction, documentary, and other media. Events and art 
installations are scheduled at various venues, so check the website 
(www.firstpersonarts.org) for current times and locations. Nov 5-15. 
 
Reading Terminal Market                                 51 North 12th Street, (215) 922-2317 
There’s a lot of food at Reading Terminal Market, but even if you’re not hungry, 
this place is worth a visit. This 19th century train station has been repurposed as a 
bustling market, packed with hundreds of shops and food stalls. Amish baked 
goods are a big hit, as are DiNic’s roast pork sandwiches and the pastrami on rye 
from Hershel’s Deli. You’ll also find farm stands, chocolateries, crafts, books, and 
more. 
 
South Street 
A few blocks south of the Sheraton is South Street, a lively and vibrant area that’s 
home to many restaurants, bars, street performers, art installations, and off-beat 
shops.  The area really comes alive at night, and the crowd tends to be on the 
youngish side.  

Literary History, Archives, and Special Collections 
 
Philadelphia is home to many archives held by universities, private libraries, and historical 
societies. This list includes just a few of the possibilities. 
 
American Philosophical Society                                   105 South Fifth Street, (215) 440-3400 
Holdings are focused on the lives and work of prominent Philadelphians from the colonial 
period through the 20th century. Many materials related to Philadelphia’s revolutionary 
history, science and technology, and natural history, as well as correspondence and many 
household accounts kept by women in prominent Philadelphia families.  
 
Bryn Mawr College                                                101 North Merion Avenue, (610) 526-6576 
Canaday Library Special Collections include a large collection of Marianne Moore’s letters, 
pamphlets, ribbons and other ephemera related to woman suffrage, and correspondence 
and photographs belonging to H.D. and Bryher, as well as materials related to many 
notable Bryn Mawr alumnae. 
 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania                                     1300 Locus Street, (215) 732-6200 
Large collection covering civic and cultural aspects of local and state history. Of particular 
interest to SSAWW members are the holdings that document woman suffrage efforts in 
Philadelphia, women’s roles during the Civil War, women-led philanthropic societies, and 
extensive runs of periodicals like Godey’s Lady’s Book, The Lady’s Friend, and more.  
 
The Library Company                                                          1314 Locust Street, (215) 546-3181 
Founded as a lending library in 1731 by Benjamin Franklin, today the Library Company is 
an independent research library with an extensive collection of pre-1900 materials. There 
are substantial holdings related to women’s history that might be of special interest to 
SSAWW members. 
 
Rosenbach Museum & Library                             2008-2010 Delancey Place, (215) 732-1600 
Extensive holdings in decorative arts and literature. Highlights for SSAWW members 
include a large Marianne Moore collection (including both manuscripts and her personal 
belongings in a recreation of her Greenwich Village apartment), and Phillis Wheatley first 
editions.  
 
Temple University                                                                  1210 Polett Walk, (215) 204-8257 
SCRC at Paley Library has strong holdings in the history of Jewish and African American 
communities, as well as materials that document Philadelphia’s urban history, including 
records of many local community and civic organizations. SSAWW members might be 
particularly interested in the library’s unique “Women in Religion” and YWCA collections.  
 
University of Pennsylvania                                               3420 Walnut Street, (215) 898-7088 
The Kislak Center at Van Pelt-Dietrich Library has vast holdings in many areas and 
historical periods. Literary highlights include everything from Marian Anderson's 
manuscripts, to the Theodore Dreiser papers, to the works of Jonathan Swift. 
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Getting Around Philadelphia 
 
Much of what you’ll want to see and do is within easy walking distance of the 
Sheraton, including all the restaurants in this guide, the Delaware River 
waterfront, and many of Philly’s major tourist and historical sites.  
 
If you’d like to venture further into the city, there are several easy transportation 
options. 
 

SEPTA (subway, bus, regional rail): Philly’s mass transit system 
is fairly easy to understand and use. Note that subways require 
tokens, which can be purchased in packs of 2, 5, or 10 from 
automated kiosks at all stations (bus/rail fares can be paid in 
cash after you board). For maps, schedules, and route planning, 
simply download the SEPTA app on your smartphone, or visit 
septa.org online.  
 
 
Taxis: In downtown Philly it’s generally easy to hail a taxi from 
the street corner. The Philadelphia Parking Authority (which 
regulates all cabs in the city) has also endorsed the cab-hailing 
and payment-making apps Way2Ride and 215-Get-A-Cab, which 
you can easily download to your smartphone. 
  
You can also phone a cab company directly to schedule a pick-up 
from a fixed address: 

 All City Taxi (215) 467-6666 

 City Cab (800) 829-4222 

 PHL Taxi (215) 789-9361 

 Yellow Cab (215) 333-3333 
 
Flagdrop within the city is $2.70, and each additional 1/10 mile is 
charged at $0.23. The flat rate between downtown Philly and 
the airport is $28.50.  
 
 
Uber and Lyft: Philadelphia has decent ridesharing coverage, so 
if you’re a regular Uber or Lyft user at home, you’ll be happy to 
know that it’s easy to use these services here, too. Just use your 
existing smartphone app to request your ride. 


