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President’s Letter
Hi everyone.
I hope you all had a good Summer, in whatever way. Over
here in the UK we are just starting to get into the swing of the
new academic year, though I know you return earlier. But
then, in the UK we end the academic year much later!
I do not have much news to relay to you all this time.
We have just finished updating the website to reflect changes
in the make-up of our advisory board – both departures and
arrivals. Do take a look at the revised listing. We have a
wonderfully strong advisory board.
With regards to this new list of advisory board members,
firstly then, a massive thank you to Leslie Bow, who is
stepping down after several years of support.
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  Development	
  

Secondly, some welcomes: to Melanie Scriptunas, of the
American Travel Writing Society (an affiliated society), to
Christine Alderman of the Katherine Anne Porter Society
(also affiliated); to Susan Tomlinson (a Legacy editor); and to
Stephanie Durrans (who is lead-organising the June 2017
Bordeaux conference). Thanks to all four for stepping up.

!!

And mentioning the Bordeaux conference reminds me: don’t
forget to keep it in your diaries, alongside the Philadelphia
SSAWW triennial conference, 4-8 November 2015, which is
shaping up brilliantly, thanks to the hard work of Rita Bode,
and Leslie Allison.
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Currently SSAWW is still hoping to enter into an agreement
with an institution to take up with us the administrative
“homing” of SSAWW. We don’t have an outcome as yet, so if
you think you have a lead, do get in touch. Here is the
“prospectus,” sent out a while back, for want of a better word:

!
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President’s Letter, Continued
!
“The Society for the Study of American Women Writers (SSAWW) has been considering how
!to overhaul itself and the way its sets itself up after a very rapid (and very welcome) growth in
its membership.
Given the recent substantial growth in the size of the Society for the Study of American Women
Writers and the fact that continued growth can be predicted (helped in particular by the recent
recruitment of several new affiliates into the society), SSAWW has decided that it wishes to
enter into a partnership with an institution, or a department within an institution.
These sorts of arrangements, as I expect you know, are relatively commonplace for larger-sized
learned societies (just for example, ASA, and usually involving some sort of joint funding
agreement.
So SSAWW are hoping to enter into a partnership with a department/institution, in which the
latter will provide the SSAWW with an administrative home base for a set (and renewable)
period. The details of this are negotiable.
Alongside this, SSAWW intends to establish a new post-1945 journal and seeks an institution,
or a department within an institution, to provide the new journal with an administrative home
base for a set (renewable) period. Again, details are negotiable
What follows is an invitation to support either or both of these developments.
We believe your department/institution may be particularly interested in considering these
proposals. Can I just underline the fact that this agenda is at this point a very open one. I do
hope you will be interested.
The prospectus in précis form:
The Society for the Study of American Women Writers is a long-established and prestigious
learned society. It has in recent years grown quite rapidly and now has over 400 members. It
also has many other learned societies affiliated to it – and many of these have quite recently
joined. Continued growth therefore looks almost certain.
This growth is leading the Society to revisit the arrangements made with respect to its existing
organisational arrangements.
In two key arenas the Society is looking to introduce two developments.
Firstly, the society is seeking an institutional (/ a departmental) base which will provide the
society with a level of support in a number of key arenas.

!
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President’s Letter, Continued
!
•	


•	

•	


!

By maintaining the website and working with the society’s officers to secure good, upto-date and reliable presentation of the society as a www presence, including advice and
suggestions on how to develop and improve this web presence.
By providing a small archive facility for SSAWW materials.
By providing a degree of administrative support for the society’s officers when pursuing
their SSAWW duties.

SSAWW in return would provide some funding to help finance support for this.
The website, the membership list and all the key infrastructural supports of the society are
already developed, so this is not a project that in any way involves working from scratch, but
taking over, maintaining and, if and where appropriate, improving/developing the society’s
provisions, in collaboration with the SSAWW’s elected office-holders.
Secondly, the society intends to establish a new, fully-refereed on-line journal, a sister journal
to Legacy, with which it is closely connected.
The new online journal will cover the period 1945 to the present day. Again, the society is
intending to seek institutional support for such a development:
•	


•	


!

to maintain the journal website and working with the journal editor to secure good, upto-date and reliable presentation of the journal as a www presence, including advice and
suggestions on how to develop and improve this web presence. The editor will be
appointed by an open election process within SSAWW.
to appoint a managing editor, in consultative agreement with the SSAWW, to work with
the editor.

This communication is an invite to you to become involved with either or both of these two
SSAWW initiatives, by hosting the website(s) and providing a stable long-term base for the
society’s administrative activities.”
—Dick Ellis
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Advisory Board

!

Advisory Board Members (Continuing)

Theresa Strouth Gaul, Texas Christian University, t.gaul00@gmail.com (Legacy)
Jennifer S. Tuttle, University of New England, legacy-editor@une.edu (Legacy)
Susan Tomlinson, University of Massachusetts Boston, tomlinson.legacy@gmail.com (Legacy)

!
!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Current Advisory Board Members
Beth Capo Illinois College bcapo@mail.ic.edu term ends 2015 (first term)
Daniella Chin Sichauan University daniellachin@yahoo.com.cn term ends 2015 (first term)
Susan K. Harris University of Kansas skh5@ku.edu term ends 2016 (first term)
Koritha Mitchell Ohio State University mitchell717@osu.edu term ends 2015 (first term)
Birgit Spengler University of Frankfurt b.spengler@em.uni-franfurt.de term ends 2015 (first
term)
Laura Tohe Arizona State University l.tohe@asu.edu term ends 2017 (second term)
Johanna Wagner Maastricht Univ. joanna.wagner@maastrictuniverity.nl term ends 2017 (first
term)
Faith Barrett Duquesne University barrettf@duq.edu term ends 2015 (second term)
Christopher Castiglia Pennsylvania State Univ cxc67@psu.edu term ends 2017 (second term)
Julia Ehrhardt Univ of Oklahoma juliae@ou.edu term ends 2016 (second term)
Stephanie Durrans Univ of Bordeaux-3 Stephanie.Durrans@u-bordeaux3.fr term ends 2017
(first term)
Tina Gianquitto Colorado School of Mines tinagian@mines.edu term ends 2015 (second term)
Cherise Pollard (West Chester University) cpollard@wcupa.edu term ends 2015 (second term)
Tey Diana Rebolledo (University of New Mexico) dreb@unm.edu term ends 2016 (second
term)
Maria Sanchez Univ of North Carolina mcsanche@uncg.edu term ends 2016 (second term)
Jodi Scorb University of Florida jschorb@ufl.edu term ends 2015 (second term)
Angela Sorby Masrquette University angela.sorby@marquette.edu term ends 2017 (second
term)
Hiuroko Uno (Kobe C. (Japan)) hirouno@mail.kobe-c.ac.jp term ends 2016 second term
Karen A. Weyler Univ of North Carolina at Greensboro kaweyler@uncg.edu (term ends 2015)
second term)
Melanie Scriptunas Univ of Delaware mscript@udel.edu term ends 2017 (first term)
Christine Alderman Univ of South Florida cgrogan@usf.edu term ends 2017 (first term)
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LEGACY ITEMS FOR SSAWW NEWSLETTER, FALL 2014
1. Here is a glimpse of the contents for our forthcoming issue, 31.2.
Forthcoming in Legacy 31.2 (December 2014)
Tributes to Sharon M. Harris
“Sharon Harris: Scholar, Mentor, Friend”
Susan Belasco, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
“The Hidden Hand; or, Sharon Harris, Editor”
Nicole Tonkovich, University of California, San Diego
Essays
“The Voice of Nature: Hope Leslie and Early American Romanticism”
Laurel V. Hankins, University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
“Elizabeth Stoddard’s Ars Erotica”
Carina D. Pasquesi, Baruch College, The City University of New York
“Iconoclasm, Parody, and the Provocations of Lydia Maria Child’s A Romance of the Republic”
Melissa J. Lingle-Martin, Florida Gulf Coast University
“The Neighborly Christmas: Gifts, Community, and Regionalism in the Christmas Stories of
Sarah Orne Jewett and Mary Wilkins Freeman”
Jana Tigchelaar, University of Kansas
“The Limits of the Cosmopolitan Experience in Wharton’s The Buccaneers”
Melanie Dawson, The College of William and Mary
Legacy Reprint
“Ella Rhoads Higginson, Mary E. Wilkins Freeman, and Pacific Northwest Women’s Literary
Regionalism”
Laura Laffrado, Western Washington University
“The Stubborness of Uriah Slater”
Ella Higginson
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Legacy Notes, continued
From the Archives
“‘Not Ruined, but Hindered’: Rethinking Scandal, Re-examining Transatlantic Sources, and
Recovering Madeleine Pollard”
Elizabeth A. De Wolfe, University of New England
Review Essay
“Big Books Wanted: Women and Western American Literature in the Twenty-First Century”
Victoria Lamont, University of Waterloo
Book Reviews
Empowering Words: Outsiders and Authorship in Early America by Karen A. Weyler
Jennifer Desiderio, Canisius College
The Strange History of the American Quadroon: Free Women of Color in the Revolutionary
Atlantic World by Emily Clark
Eve Allegra Raimon, University of Southern Maine
Margaret Fuller and Her Circles edited by Brigitte Bailey, Katheryn P. Viens, and Conrad Edick
Wright
Leslie Elizabeth Eckel, Suffolk University
Slavery in American Children’s Literature, 1790-2010 by Paula T. Connolly
Lesley Ginsberg, University of Colorado Colorado Springs
Fallen Forests: Emotion, Embodiment, and Ethics in American Women’s Environmental Writing,
1781-1924 by Karen L. Kilcup
Cecily Parks, Emerson College
Rhetorics of Literacy: The Cultivation of American Dialect Poetry by Nadia Nurhussein
Stephanie Farrar, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

!
!
!

!
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!Legacy Notes, continued
1.

New Consultant/Readers at Legacy

Legacy welcomes the following new consultant/readers to our ranks:
Dorri Beam, Anna Mae Duane, John Ernest, David Greven, Deborah Gussman, Jennie
Kassanoff, Catherine Keyser, Mary Loeffelholz, Nadia Nurhussein, Anne K. Phillips,
Christopher N. Phillips, Eliza Richards, María Carla Sánchez, Karen Sánchez-Eppler,
Xiomara Santamarina, Angela Sorby, and Mary Templin.
We thank all of them for their generous service.
2. Current Legacy Calls for Papers
1) Doing Recovery in the 21st Century: A Legacy Features Panel
SSAWW Triennial Conference, November 4-8, 2015
Sheraton Society Hill, Philadelphia, PA
Legacy Features—such as Profiles, Reprints, and From the Archives—are a key venue for
publishing recovery projects on American women writers. What does recovery look like in the
21st century, when many of the traditional routes for publicizing recovery research are no longer
readily available? Why do academics remain committed to recovery, particularly for the study
of American women writers? What innovative strategies are necessary to make recovery
intellectually relevant and professionally valued? What obstacles remain? How have previous
recovery efforts shaped our approach to American women’s writing today?
Some potential topics include:
• Biography as recovery
• Teaching recovery methods
• Recovery in the digital age
• The limits of recovery
• Blogging recovery
• (continued on next page)

!
!
!
!
!
SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF AMERICAN WOMEN WRITERS

SSAWW NEWSLETTER 15.2	


FALL 2014

PAGE 8

Legacy Notes, continued
• The politics of recovery
• Failed recovery – and its lessons
• Collaborative recovery
• The legacy of early recovery research
Preference will be given to papers that present specific recovery projects as case studies, in
addition to addressing the larger critical questions about recovery scholarship and methods.
This Legacy-sponsored panel is guaranteed to appear on the conference program. Presentations
may be considered for publication as Legacy Features.
For more information contact Desiree Henderson, Legacy Features Editor,
dhenderson.legacy@gmail.com.
Submission deadline and instructions TBA; please watch the Legacy website and SSAWW
listserv for more information coming soon.
1) Special issue, “Recovering Alice Dunbar-Nelson for the 21st Century” (Extended
deadline: 10.10.2014)
Guest Editors Sandra Zagarell, Katherine Adams, and Caroline Gebhard
See full CFP on the Calls for Papers pages.
2) General Call for Submissions to Legacy
Legacy welcomes essays on U.S. women’s writing, broadly defined, from the seventeenth
through the early twentieth centuries. We are interested in projects that examine the works of
individual authors; genre studies; analyses of race, ethnicity, gender, class, and sexualities in
women’s literature; historical and material cultural issues pertinent to women’s lives and literary
works; and myriad other topics.
We publish regular essays of up to 10,000 words as well as a variety of shorter features,
including meditations on archival praxis and recovery, Profiles, Reprints, On Culture, and From
the Archives.
Please note that because we use a double-blind review process, all Legacy consultant/
readers are welcome to submit their work to the journal.
Please consult the Legacy website for full submission instructions.
4. Don’t forget to visit Legacy’s website: www.legacywomenwriters.org, to like us on
Facebook, and to follow us on Twitter: @LegacyWmenWrite.

!
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Affiliates and Web Sites
!!SSAWW Affiliated Organizations!
AFFILIATES' WEB SITES !
!!American Humor Studies Association (AHSA) • American Humor Studies Association!
Women Writers of Color Association• Association for the Study of Literature and Environment
!American
for the Study of American!
Indian Literatures (ASAIL) !
Association for the Study of Literature and!
Environment (ASLE) !
Carson McCullers Society!
Catharine Maria Sedgwick Society !
Charlotte Perkins Gilman Society!
Children’s Literature Society !
Constance Fenimore Woolson Society !
Edith Wharton Society!
Elizabeth Bishop Society !
Ellen Glasgow Society!
Emily Dickinson International Society !
Eudora Welty Society !
Evelyn Scott Society!
Harriet Beecher Stowe Society!
James/Susan Fenimore Cooper Society !
Kate Chopin International Society !
Katherine Anne Porter Society !
Louisa May Alcott Society !
Margaret Fuller Society !
Nineteenth‐Century American Women!
Writers’ Study Group !
Nineteenth‐Century American Women!
Writers’ Research Group (UK) !
Pauline Hopkins Society!
Research Society for American Periodicals!
Society for American Jewish Literature !
Society for the History of Authorship,!
Reading, and Publishing (SHARP) !
Society of Early Americanists!
Susan Glaspell Society !
Willa Cather Society

(ASLE)!

• Carson McCullers Society!
• Catharine Maria Sedgwick Society!
• Charlotte Perkins Gilman Society!
• Constance Fenimore Woolson Society!
• Contemporary Women's Writing Association!
• Edith Wharton Society!
• Elizabeth Bishop Society!
• Emily Dickinson International Society!
• Eudora Welty Society!
• Harriet Beecher Stowe Society!
• Kate Chopin International Society!
• Kay Boyle Society!
• Louisa May Alcott Society!
• Margaret Fuller Society!
• Pauline Hopkins Society!
• Research Society for American Periodicals!
• Society for the History of Authorship, Reading, and
Publishing (SHARP)!
• Society for the Study of Rebecca Harding Davis and Her
World!
• Society of Early Americanists!
• Susan Glaspell Society!
• The Association for the Study of American Indian
Literatures (ASAIL)!
• Willa Cather Society!
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SSAWW 2015 Conference
SSAWW 2015 Conference, Nov. 4-8, Sheraton Society Hill, Philadelphia
Keynote Speaker: Ana Castillo
For the 2015 Triennial Conference of the Society for the Study of American Women Writers,
the conference organizers welcome proposals on any topic related to the study of American
women writers, broadly conceived. The strength of the society is rooted in the dynamic ideas
and research accomplishments of its members, which the 2015 conference continues to
facilitate and honor. As in the past, however, we would also like to take the opportunity that the
conference affords to create discussions and conversations around a shared theme, which we
have designated as
Liminal Spaces, Hybrid Lives
Call for proposals for complete panels and individual papers:
http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/2015-conference/
Deadline: Friday, Feb 13, 2015
LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES: We are still seeking local representatives who could help with
cultural events, and other local arrangements.
REVIEWERS: Please watch the listserv and website for a call for reviewers of conference
proposals or contact the committee at ssaww2015.query@gmail.com. The bulk of the work will
be in the six weeks or so following the Feb 13th deadline.
Submission guidelines at: http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/2015-conference/ssaww-2015submission-guidelines/. Please submit to: SSAWW2015.submit@gmail.com
Affiliate Societies and Regional Groups have guaranteed panels. If you have not yet done so,
please let the organizers know if you are planning to submit a society or regional group panel.
See the Calls for Papers pages for prospective panels seeking submissions; for further
information and other postings, please see: http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/2015-conference/
calls-for-papers-for-prospective-ssaww-2015-panels/
We look forward to seeing you all in Philadelphia!
Rita, Dick, Beth, Miranda, Leslie, Rickie-Ann
Rita Bode (rbode@trentu.ca), VP of Organizational Matters and Conference Director
Dick Ellis (r.j.ellis@birmingham.ac.uk), President
Beth L. Lueck (lueckb@uww.edu), Associate Conference Director
Miranda Green-Barteet (mgreenb6@uwo.ca), Conference Program Coordinator
Leslie Allison (leslie.allison@temple.edu), Conference Grad Assistant
Rickie-Ann Legleitner (rickie.legleitner@bhsu.edu), Conference Grad Assistant
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CFP: SSAWW 2015 Conference Panels
SSAWW 2015 Panel CFP: Rebecca Harding Davis and her World (Deadline 1.15.15)
The Society for the Study of Rebecca Harding Davis and her World will organize a session at
the triennial meeting of the Society for the Study of American Women Writers to be in held
November 4-8, 2015 in Philadelphia.
In keeping with the conference theme of “Liminal Spaces, Hybrid Lives,” we are particularly
interested in papers that explore issues of liminality and hybridity in the work of Davis and her
contemporaries. The SSAWW CFP suggests a range of topics including: Alienation and/or
disillusionment as states of in-betweeness; Borders and peripheries; Boundaries between/within
the built environment and/or the natural environment; Child, adult and blurring boundaries; In
between public and private or the semi-private, the semi-public; Historical constructions of
space, place, home; Liminal spaces in the home; Immigration and/or citizenship; Inside and
outside—the academy, the canon, etc.; The mainstream and/or the subversive; The margin and/
or the center; Obscurity and celebrity; Pressures of normalization; Transatlantic; and
Transgressions. See http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/2015-conference/ssaww-2015-call-forpapers-deadline-2-13-15/
for more information. We are especially interested in papers that explore Davis’s lesser-known
work. Presentations will be limited to 15-20 minutes to accommodate 3 or 4 presenters.
Presenters must be members of the Society for the Study of Rebecca Harding Davis and Her
World. For information about joining the society, please visit our website at http://
scotus.francis.edu/rebeccahardingdavis/

!

Deadline: January 15, 2015
Please submit a 250 word abstract and brief biographical sketch or CV to Mischa Renfroe at
mischa.renfroe@mtsu.edu and Sharon Harris (Sharon.harris@uconn.edu )

!

SSAWW 2015 Panel CFP: Kay Boyle Society (Deadline 1.9.15)
Kay Boyle Society at Society for the Study of American Women Writers, Philadelphia, PA,
November 4-8, 2015
In accordance with the SSAWW shared theme of Liminal Spaces, Hybrid Lives, we invite
papers that engage Kay Boyle’s short fiction from any perspective. In particular, we encourage
critical or pedagogical treatments of her short fiction that explore Boyle’s propensity to
illuminate boundaries, crossings, and the subversive. Boyle’s short stories provide rich sites to
interrogate transgression and marginality.
Paper proposals and CVs should be sent by January 9th to Anne Reynes-Delobel and Caroline
Maun,anne.reynes@univ-amu.fr and caroline.maun@wayne.edu.
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CFP: SSAWW 2015 Conference Panels
SSAWW 2015 Panel CFP: Doing Recovery in the 21st Century: A Legacy Features Panel (Deadline
11.15.14)
This panel honors the role of Legacy Features—including Profiles, Reprints, and From the Archives—as a key
venue for publishing recovery projects on American women writers. What does recovery look like in the 21st
century, when many of the traditional routes for publicizing recovery research are no longer readily available?
Why do academics remain committed to recovery, particularly for the study of American women writers? What
innovative strategies are necessary to make recovery academically relevant and professionally valued? What
obstacles remain? How have previous recovery efforts shaped our approach to American women’s writing
today?
Some potential topics include:

!

• Biography as recovery
• Teaching recovery methods
• Teaching recovered materials
• Recovery in the digital age
• The limits of recovery
• The politics of recovery
• Failed recovery and its lessons
• Collaborative recovery
• Recovery and the profession
• The legacy of early recovery research
Preference will be given to papers that present specific recovery projects as case studies, in addition to
addressing larger critical questions about recovery scholarship and methods. Please submit a short abstract
(250-300 words) and biography (60 words) to Desirée Henderson at dhenderson@uta.edu by November 15,
2014. This Legacy-sponsored panel is guaranteed to appear on the conference program. Presentations may be
considered for publication as Legacy Features.
_______________
SSAWW 2015 Panel CFP: Women and Work (Deadline 1.5.15)
The meaning of “women’s work” has never been stable. While women have consistently engaged with the
production of home as well as labor outside the home, their involvement in what Marx conceptualizes as wageto-labor power exchange did not achieve heightened visibility in U.S. cultures until the nineteenth century.
“Women and Work” seeks to explore the many ways that women have offered their labor in service of their
families, their communities and their nations and how this labor constructs a variety of liminal experiences.
How does women’s labor provide opportunities for collective dissent regarding the ethics of labor practices as
well as the continued undervaluation of women’s work? How do women of color and immigrant women,
systematically relegated to liminal spaces, organize to instigate change? What liminal spaces do women occupy
as they attempt to redefine the value of women’s work and negotiate new hybrid identities for themselves as
workers, mothers, wives, community organizers, movement advocates? How do women navigate liminal and
arguably risky spaces as they work to alter women’s complex relationships to the production of home,
community and nation? How have women of color and gender nonconforming persons been disadvantaged by
other more privileged women’s attempts to redefine work as well as secure political/social authenticity for this
work and for themselves? Send 250-word proposal, CV, and 60-word bio by January 5 to leiren@aol.com AND
strong01@nsuok.edu.
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CFP: SSAWW 2015 Conference Panels
SSAWW 2015 Panel CFP: Bodies of Bondage: Environments in Women’s Neo-Captivity Narratives
(Deadline 11.1.14)

!

With the conference theme in mind, this panel will consider the liminal spaces and hybrid lives of women in neocaptivity narratives, a term that addresses the broad implications of the captivities about which women write in the
20th and 21st centuries. From early captivity narratives to sentimental novels of seduction and the slave narratives
made popular around the Civil War to contemporary neo-slave narratives, women write and narrate stories of
captivity that prominently feature their bodies and the various violences and bondages visited upon them, the
manner in which they are pursued, controlled, and patrolled, and the possibility for redemption, bodily or
otherwise. But another salient feature of these narratives is the how the body and its attendant discursive
possibilities “fits” within certain environments and how that fit-ness (or unfit-ness) is made manifest in the lived
reality—before, during, and after capture—of the captive woman. Therefore, this panel’s focus is on the captive
body of the woman and how that body: interacts with its environments, crosses and re-crosses boundaries between
self/other, human/other-than-human, “inside”/”outside”, public/private; experiences differing environmental
conditions and sociopolitical forces before, during, or after captivity; pursues practices of liberation from
captivities; negotiates societal expectations for women or the pressures attached to normativity; engages in familyand community-building; and pursues liberatory practices, becomes empowered and resourceful, and achieves
courage and strength within oppressive environments.

!“Captivity” and “environment” can be interpreted broadly, but some approaches you might want to consider

include: works by incarcerated women or kidnapped women; the body in critical race theory, material feminism,
environmental health/justice movements, or disability studies; writings by lesbian, queer, and/or transgender
women; postcolonial or transnational approaches to the body; or representations of women’s bodies in science and
speculative fiction.

!Please send a PDF file with an abstract (300-500 words) and brief bio by November 1, 2014 to Jill E. Anderson
(andersonwires@gmail.com). NOTE: While you do not need to be a SSAWW member to apply for a panel,
presenters must be or become SSAWW members to participate in the conference.

!

SSAWW 2015 Panel CFP: Lives Welded and Woven: Women Writers and American Arts & Crafts
(Deadline: 11.1.14)

!Addressing the conference theme of “Liminal Spaces, Hybrid Lives,” this panel will explore the lives and work of

women writers and activists whose socio-political vision found expression both in prose and the plastic arts. At the
turn of the century, several important female-centered Arts & Crafts communities formed in Deerfield, MA;
Chicago; and New York; in addition to smaller communities throughout the country. We welcome papers that focus
on well-known figures in this movement such as Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr as well as lesser-known
figures like Madeline Yale Wynne and Gertrude Christian Fosdick (among many others). How did this largely
female-centered American movement depart from its roots in Ruskinian thought? What is the relationship between
the social programs, fiction, non-fiction, and works of plastic art the movement produced? What insights does the
context of the movement bring to bear on contemporaneous literature? Proposals might also consider the legacy of
Arts & Crafts feminism; the role of craft magazines; or the work of American women writers from any period who
simultaneously produced a significant body of work in ceramics, weaving, metalsmithing, etc.

!Email proposals to Arielle Zibrak at azibrak@gmail.com by November 1 2014. Please include a 250-500 word

abstract and a brief CV (no more than 2-pages) that includes rank/status (e.g. ABD or Associate Professor, etc.),
institutional affiliation (independent scholars are welcome to submit proposals), publications, and conference
presentations. All proposals should be both pasted into the text of the email and included as attachments (preferably
as a single PDF document). While you do not need to be a SSAWW member to apply for a panel, presenters must
be or become SSAWW members to participate in the conference.

!
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Calls for Papers
Legacy Special issue, “Recovering Alice Dunbar-Nelson for the 21st Century” (Extended
deadline: 10.10.2014)
Guest Editors Sandra Zagarell, Katherine Adams, and Caroline Gebhard
Legacy solicits papers for a special issue devoted to writing by Alice Dunbar-Nelson. Best known
today as the author of regionalist short fiction set in her native New Orleans, Dunbar-Nelson was
also an essayist, poet, playwright, newspaper columnist and editor, diarist, anthologist, educator,
and activist engaged in the suffrage movement and African American political and social
advancement.
Despite Akasha Gloria Hull’s pioneering recovery work and the publication of three volumes by
the Schomburg Library of Nineteenth-Century Black Women Writers, Dunbar-Nelson’s writing
still awaits the recognition it merits. This special issue sets out to revisit Dunbar-Nelson’s work in
relation to recent and new areas of scholarly inquiry, including critical regionalisms; new
southern studies; intersectional feminist criticism; black print culture and periodicals studies; the
rethinking of periodization; and reconsiderations of relationships between genre and literary
historiography, politics and aesthetics. Not only do such frameworks promise to bring DunbarNelson’s writing and life more fully into view; the writing and the woman promise to help us
complicate and advance these developing frameworks.
The guest editors invite submissions focused on any period or aspect of Dunbar-Nelson’s career,
with a special interest in scholarship that looks beyond her New Orleans collections, Violets
(1895) and The Goodness of St. Rocque (1899). Comparative analyses with contemporaneous
writers are welcome.
Extended deadline: Completed papers must be submitted by 10 October 2014. Length limit:
10,000 words (including endnotes and list of works cited) using MLA format. Send electronic
copies of papers to this special issue’s guest editors: Katherine Adams (adamsk@sc.edu), Sandra
Zagarell (szagarel@oberlin.edu) and Caroline Gebhard (gebhard@mytu.tuskegee.edu). Questions
may be directed to any of the three.
————Studies in the Novel. Studies in the Novel, an international scholarly journal in its 46th year, is
actively seeking article submissions focused on nineteenth-century American novels for its
quarterly issues. All submissions should be sent through our online system (http://
mc.manuscriptcentral.com/sitn). Please send any questions or editorial correspondence to Tim
Boswell, Managing Editor, at studiesinthenovel@unt.edu.
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Calls for Papers
Call for Papers: Centennial Study of My Ántonia, 2-page proposals due 1 February 2015
Proposals are sought for a collection that will offer readers an in-depth study of the 100-year life
and legacy of My Ántonia, in the context of up-to-date research. The collection intends to situate
My Ántonia in its original sociocultural and literary context; explore the core themes and
perspectives in the novel; and mark its legacy in a variety of ways. It aims to convey the full
complexity of the novel and its issues by drawing upon historical and contemporary frameworks
of understanding. The following list of topics is suggestive but not prescriptive. Please submit a
proposal of at least two pages that both explains the topic/approach and lists the major scenes to
be analyzed, so appropriate range and avoidance of repetition can be balanced in the volume.
Final essays (length to be determined) will be due March 2016.
Centennial Study of My Ántonia Topics:

!

•	

 Landscape and ecology (ecocriticism, Cather’s use of the Southwest in her Plains novels,
rhetoric of ecology and evolution; middle landscapes; nature and transcendentalism, etc.)
•	

 Literary tradition (local color, romanticism, pastoral/elegy, classics, naturalism,
modernism, Gothic, Künstlerroman, pioneer novels, Western novels, American lit
—‘machine in the garden’—or European lit, Jamesian novel theory, etc.)
•	

 Cultural context (imperialism, war, expansion, feminism, national mythology, ideologies
of ethnology, immigration, urbanization, US history, etc.)
•	

 Childhood studies (developmental psychology, theories of queerness, etc.)
•	

 Narrative theory/point of view (questions about Jim and Ántonia’s perspectives,
questions about the introduction and edits, theory of reminiscence, memory,
consciousness, psychology, etc.)
•	

 Biography and relation of My Ántonia to Cather canon (O Pioneers!, Song of the Lark,
Shadows on a Rock, Lucy Gayheart, The Professor’s House, Death Comes for the
Archbishop, short stores, etc.)
•	

 Themes (gender, spirituality, myth, desire, race, migration, family, development,
individuality, agrarianism, death, etc.)
•	

 Artistic and music traditions (paintings, visualization in Cather’s works, musical
tradition, such as the African American and Spanish presence in My Ántonia and Song of
the Lark, etc.)
•	

 Critical reception history (as it has shifted in recent emphasis to queer studies; as it has
affected literary societies, tourism, later national mythography, later generations of
literary studies, reception outside the US, etc.)
•	

 Illustrations, editions, adaptations

Send proposals and queries to: Holly Blackford, hvbhome@comcast.net
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Calls for Papers
Call for Papers: Fragments of Desire: Cather and the Arts
The 15th International Willa Cather Seminar
June 5-12, 2015
Red Cloud and Lincoln, Nebraska
"It had come all the way; when men lived in caves, it was there. A vanished race; but along the
trails, in the stream, under the spreading cactus, there still glittered in the sun the bits of their frail
clay vessels, fragments of their desire."
- Willa Cather, The Song of the Lark (1915)
In the centenary year of Cather's The Song of the Lark, the Willa Cather Foundation (Red Cloud,
Nebraska) and the Cather Project (University of Nebraska-Lincoln) invite paper proposals relating
to our theme: "Cather and the Arts." This will be a seminar based in the two prominent places of
Cather's Nebraska experience -Red Cloud and Lincoln.
The conference will focus on Cather's engagement with, love of, investment in, and representation
of art forms beyond the fiction to which she dedicated herself. We are interested in exploring
Cather's fascinations with performance (music, and especially opera), and the visual arts. Topics
for consideration might include: voice and performance; European music/American setting;
classical and folk forms of music; the female performer; Cather and image-making; Cather and
French art; photography; collecting and exhibiting; craft object and the art object, "high" art and
"low" art. Papers with diverse critical and theoretical perspectives are encouraged.
The seminar will open with three days in Red Cloud where participants will stay in motels, bed
and breakfasts, or private homes. The second phase of the seminar will be in Lincoln on the
University campus. Participants may stay on campus in the dormitories or make arrangements at
nearby hotels. Paper presentations will be on campus, along with the keynote speaker and special
events. If needed, travel assistance between the two sites will be available (2.5 hours each way).
Seminar Co-Directors
Guy Reynolds, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, greynolds2@unl.edu
Ashley Olson, The Willa Cather Foundation<aolson@willacather.org
If you would like to submit a proposal, please email an abstract of 500 words, a cover letter, and
brief résumé by February 15, 2015 to Tracy Tucker at ttucker@willacather.org. If your paper is
accepted, you will be notified by April 1, 2015. You will need to submit your final paper by May
1, 2015. Papers should be 10-12 pages in length (20 minutes when read). For further information
visit www.cather.unl.edu and www.willacather.org or email Beth Burke at beth.burke@unl.edu.
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Calls for Papers
SSAWW Panels at ALA 2015 (Boston, MA May 2015) 3 January 2015 Deadline
Contact email: kallukian@gatech.edu

!

The Society for the Study of American Women Writers will host two panels at the American Literature
Association Conference (May 2015, Boston). The panel themes anticipate our November 4-8, 2015,
conference in Philadelphia: “Liminal Spaces, Hybrid Lives.” The two ALA panels as well as our 2015
conference aim to present the varied ways in which women, as critics, dramatists, educators, essayists,
journalists, oral storytellers, poets, novelists, short story writers, and practitioners of both older and
emerging forms, invent and reinvent the American literary and cultural landscape. You may submit the
same proposal to both conferences, if you wish.

!

Panel 1: Liminal Spaces in American Women’s Writing
This panel welcomes papers on American women writers in any genre and from any period that explores
the concept of liminal spaces. The word “limen,” from which liminality derives, designates threshold.
The threshold functions simultaneously as both an obstructive barrier and an enticing opening for the
entry into unknown, perhaps unknowable states that invite exploration. Both spatial and temporal, the
liminal is a site of in-betweenness enabling non-normative perspectives. It is a site where difference
becomes encounter as well as a location that resists assimilation while simultaneously allowing for the
dynamic possibilities of fusion that hybridity embraces and articulates. Papers might address such topics
as borders and peripheries, liminal spaces in the home, the margin and/or the center, and immigration
and/or citizenship.

!

Panel 2: Hybrid Lives in American Women’s Writings
This panel welcomes papers on American women writers in any genre and from any period that explores
the concept of hybrid lives. Often informed by notions of crossing, intersectionality, transition, and
transformation, this term contests exclusionary practices involving class, ethnicity, gender, race, religion,
and sex, among other variables. Papers might address such topics as the hyphen, collaboration, crossspecies encounters: human and animal relationships, transatlantic, transcontinental, and/or transgender.

!

Please submit to Kristin Allukian (kallukian@gatech.edu) by Jan. 3, 2015, a 250-500 word abstract (note
which panel your proposal best fits) and a brief CV (no more than 2-pages) that includes rank/status (e.g.
ABD or Associate Professor, etc.), institutional affiliation (independent scholars are welcome to submit
proposals), publications, and conference presentations. Confirmation of receipt of your proposal will be
sent to you within two business days.

!

All proposals should be both pasted into the text of the email and included as attachments (preferably as
a single PDF document). While you do not need to be a SSAWW member to apply for the panel,
presenters must be or become SSAWW members to participate in a SSAWW sponsored panel.

!

SSAWW Website: http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/
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Calls for Papers and Prize Entries
For complete versions of the calls for papers, go to http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/category/cfp/ !

Calls for Papers: Sixth International Charlotte Perkins Gilman Conference
The Sixth International Charlotte Perkins Gilman Conference will take place in June 2015 at the
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts, which is a
cosponsor of the conference. The Arthur and Elizabeth Schlesinger Library on the History of Women
in America at Radcliffe holds a rich collection of Gilman’s papers, including letters, drawings, and the
entire run of her periodical, The Forerunner. A selection of Gilman-related materials will be exhibited as
part of the conference. [https://www.radcliffe.harvard.edu/event/2015-gilman-and-the-archiveconference]
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, a descendent of the prominent New England Beecher family, was an author,
journalist, editor, and lecturer. Although she is best known for her story “The Yellow Wall Paper” and
her book Women and Economics: A Study in the Economic Relation between Men and Women as a
Factor in Social Evolution, Gilman published more than a dozen books and edited her own periodical.
Over the course of her prolific career, she helped shape the cultural conversation on a number of issues,
including feminism, socialism, birth control, eugenics, interior design, and animal rights. Her biography,
which involved the infamous “rest cure,” divorce, and suicide, also invites us to consider the available
life narratives for public women at the fin de siècle.
Possible paper and panel topics include:
Gilman and sex, Gilman and material culture, Historicizing Gilman, Gilman and pedagogy, Gilman and
medicine/science, Gilman and modernity, Utopian Gilman, Gilman and the American city, Gilman and
economics, Gilman and animal studies, Gilman and the visual, Gilman and periodical studies, Queering
Gilman, Fin-de-siècle feminisms
Please submit 250-word abstracts or paper/panel proposals
to CPGILMAN2015@gmail.comby December 15, 2015. Proposals should include brief author bios.
Queries welcome.
———————

Announcing the 2014 RSAP Book Prize
Submission Deadline: December 1, 2014
For the author of the best monograph on American periodicals published by an academic press between
January 1, 2013 and December 31, 2014.The prize will be awarded at the American Literature
Association (ALA) conference in Boston, MA, May 21-24, 2015.
Books will be judged by a peer review of three scholars chosen by the RSAP Advisory
Board.Applicants should download and submit a completed registration form and THREE hard copies
of their work to:
Timothy Helwig, 010 Simpkins Hall, Department of English, Western Illinois University, Macomb, IL
61455
The winner and up to two honorable mentions will be notified by March 1, 2015 and will be
recognized at an RSAP-sponsored reception at ALA.

!
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Calls for Papers
For complete versions of the calls for papers, go to http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/category/cfp/ !

CFP: Girl Talk: The Influence of Girls’ Series Fiction on American Popular Culture
Since the mid nineteenth century, American girls have had books written especially for them,
often featuring the same characters who begin to feel like their friends, enemies, and overall
substitute social cliques. From the perfect, golden-haired Christian in Martha Finley’s
nineteenth-century Elsie Dinsmore series to the imperfect high school beauties in Sara
Shepard’s recent Pretty Little Liars series, the young female heroines in American series fiction
have undergone dramatic changes in the past 150 years, changes which have both reflected and
modeled standards of behavior for America’s tweens and teen girls. For generations, series
books have helped define what it means to be an “All American Girl.” Through the use of
stock characters and plotlines in these series, girls come to perceive and even enact their own
experiences based on the beloved heroines and perhaps even more hated antagonists that appear
in them. [. . . ]
Note that for the purposes of this collection, series books will include any books featuring the
same female protagonist/s for at least three volumes.
Interested contributors should send abstracts of 300-400 words (as an attachment in Word) and
brief CV to LuElla D’Amico (ldamico@whitworth.edu). Abstracts are due by October 5,
2014, and authors will be notified of acceptance quickly after the deadline for submissions.
Note that acceptance of the abstract does not guarantee acceptance of the article. First full
drafts will be due April 10, 2015.
Full CFP is at http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/2014/09/28/cfp-girl-talk-the-influence-of-girlsseries-fiction-on-american-popular-culture-essay-collection-deadline-for-abstracts-10-5-14/
———
Beyond the Binary
In keeping with HERA’s mission of promoting the study of the humanities across a wide range
of disciplines and interdisciplines, we invite presentations for the 2015 conference. [ . . . ]
Creative presentations, readings, and exhibitions are also welcomed. Submissions are
encouraged from educators at all levels (including advanced graduate students) as well as all
those with an interest in the arts and humanities.
Deadline for submission: no later than October 24, 2014. Go to http://
ssawwnew.wordpress.com/2014/09/28/cfp-hera-2015-conference/ for the full CFP.
The Hotel Whitcomb is an historic hotel and is the host of HERA’s 2015 conference. The guest
room rate is $130 plus tax. The hotel is steps from the Civic Center stop on the Bay Area Rapid
Transit line (BART) which may be taken directly from the airport. www.h-e-r-a.org/
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News and Announcements
Emily
! Dickinson International Society
!

The Emily Dickinson International Society will hold its Annual Meeting in Amherst August 7-9,
2015, featuring, as was successful last year, an "Institute" for scholarly study of specific poems,
"Workshops," tours of the Dickinson homes, and a variety of offerings on Dickinson and the Arts.
Further details will be available on the EDIS website, http://
www.emilydickinsoninternationalsociety.org/ , beginning in December.
——————————
Announcement: Special 25th Anniversary Issue of American Periodicals
The editorial team at American Periodicals – Karen Roggenkamp, Texas A&M Commerce;
Craig Monk, MacEwan University; Cynthia Patterson, University South Florida – is pleased
to announce the upcoming publication of a special 25th Anniversary Issue of the journal
American Periodicals, slated for release spring 2015. Published by the Ohio State
University Press, the journal is the official publication of the Research Society for American
Periodicals (RSAP).
For this special anniversary issue, the co-editors have invited a distinguished group of AP
contributors to submit pieces reflecting on their past work for the journal, and imagining the
future of American periodicals studies. The slate of distinguished contributors includes the
journal’s founding editor, James Tanner, as well as the previous editorial team from the
Ohio State University: Steven Fink, Jared Gardner and Susan Williams. Additional
contributors include Kim Long, who compiled annual bibliographies of scholarship on
American periodicals for the journal, as well as a cast of the “lions” in the field: Janice
Simon, Bob Scholnick, Ken Price, Patricia Marks, Patricia Okker, Charles Johanningsmeier,
Mary Ellen Zuckerman, Susanna Ashton, Adam McKible, Judith Yaross Lee, Mark
Kamrath, Jennifer Phegley, Timothy Helwig, and Alison Piepmeier.
The journal invites additional submissions for forthcoming regular issues. Submission
guidelines can be found on the journal’s web site at: http://www.amperiodicals.org/
—————————
Early American Reprints (a not-for-profit venture) announces the forthcoming publication
of Rebecca Rush’s Kelroy (1812) Introduction by Karen A. Weyler. Books are expected to
be available some time in late November.
The price will probably be $9.00 plus $2.50 postage. Kelroy is the third in EAR’s reprint
series of novels of the Early Republic: Martha Meredith Read’s Margaretta (1807) .
For more information, please see the website: EarlyAmericanReprints.wordpress.com Or
contact Richard S. Pressman, General Editor: rpressman@stmarytx.edu

!
SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF AMERICAN WOMEN WRITERS

SSAWW NEWSLETTER 15.2	


FALL 2014

PAGE 21

News from Regional Study Groups
Pacific Northwest SSAWW Study Group!
You are invited to the Fall 2014 meeting of the Northwest Region SSAWW Study Group, which
will take place at Whitworth University in Spokane, WA. The meeting will be on Saturday, October
18th from 12:30-3:30pm, and lunch will be provided by the Whitworth English Department and the
Weyerhaeuser Center for Christian Faith and Learning. We will be meeting in Conference Room ABC
in the Hixson Union Building.

!

The common text for the meeting is Elizabeth Stuart Phelps: Selected Tales, Essays, and Poems,
edited by Elizabeth Duquette and Cheryl Tavin, which was released in June of this year. Elizabeth
Duquette will be there as our special guest participant. You may purchase the text at Amazon:

!

http://www.amazon.com/Elizabeth-Stuart-Phelps-Selected-Nineteenth-Century/dp/0803243979/
ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1407447242&sr=8-1&keywords=elizabeth+stuart+phelps
Or at the University of Nebraska Press Website:

!
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Elizabeth-Stuart-Phelps,675830.aspx
!

Please send an RSVP email by September 24th to ldamico@whitworth.edu to let us know if you
plan to attend the event, so we can plan refreshments accordingly. If you would like additional
information about hotels or the Spokane area—or if you have any general questions about the plans for
this fall’s study group—please feel free to contact us at anytime. New participants are certainly
welcome. We look forward to an engaging and thoughtful discussion!
Sincerely,
LuElla D’Amico (ldamico@whitworth.edu)
Christina Roberts (robertsch@seattleu.edu)
——————Texas SSAWW Study Group !

!

The next meetings of the Texas Regional Study Group will be: October 4, 2014 at University of Texas
Arlington, hosted by DesireHenderson. The common reading will be Cherokee Sister: The Collected
Writings of Catharine Brown, 1818-1823, edited by Theresa Strouth Gaul (Legacies of NineteenthCentury American Women Writers, U Nebraska UP, 2014). Dr. Gaul will be our special guest
participant.
February 28, 2015 at University of Houston-Downtown, hosted by DoVeanna Fulton. The common
reading will be Memoirs of Elleanor Eldridge (1838), edited by Joycelyn Moody (West Virginia UP
2014). Dr. Moody will be our special guest participant.
More information about the Fall meeting will be available soon. Look for further announcements or
check our website for updates: http://txssaww.wordpress.com/
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Grants and Fellowships
Go to http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/category/grants-and-fellowships/ for complete descriptions.!

Woodress Scholar Archive Research Grants (2015)
The Cather Project of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln announces the availability of two Research
Grants for visiting scholars. These grants provide financial support for scholars to travel to and reside in
Lincoln, NE, for four consecutive weeks, in order to conduct research on Willa Cather using Cather
resources in Nebraska and at UNL.
Applications are invited from early career scholars, advanced graduate students, recent PhDs, and
faculty not yet tenured. Projects should reflect the need for research at the UNL Archives and in
Nebraska. Each Woodress Research Grant is $3,000 and each scholar is expected to be in residence in
Lincoln for four consecutive weeks during January 1 – August 31, 2015. The Cather Project will assist
with advice about travel, lodging, and a trip to the Willa Cather Foundation in Red Cloud, Nebraska (2
½ hours away) to enable the scholar to research materials in the Foundation’s archives and visit the area
of Cather’s childhood. For more information, go to http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/2014/09/14/grantsand-fellowships-woodress-scholar-archive-research-grants-deadline-11-30-15/#more-1382
—————————
Winterthur Research Fellowship Program Application Due Date January 15, 2015
Winterthur, a public museum, library, and garden supporting the advanced study of American art,
culture, and history, announces its Research Fellowship Program for 2015–16. Winterthur offers an
extensive program of short- and long-term residential fellowships open to academic, independent, and
museum scholars, including advanced graduate students, to support research in material culture,
architecture, decorative arts, design, consumer culture, garden and landscape studies, Shaker studies,
travel and tourism, the Atlantic World, childhood, literary culture, and many other areas of social and
cultural history. Fellowships include 4–9 month NEH fellowships, 1–2 semester dissertation
fellowships, and short-term fellowships, which are normally one month. Fellowship applications are
due January 15, 2015. For more details and to apply, visit winterthur.org/fellowship or e-mail Rosemary
Krill at rkrill@winterthur.org.
————————Maine Women Writers Collection
The Maine Women Writers Collection at the University of New England will again be
sponsoring research grants to support visits to the collection in 2014-2015. Please see the call
for applications here: http://www.une.edu/mwwc/research/research-support-grants-recipients
The grants are intended for faculty members, independent researchers, and graduate students at
the dissertation stage who are actively pursuing research that requires, or would benefit from,
access to the holdings of the Maine Women Writers Collection.
MWWC Research Support Grants range between $250 and $1000, and may be used for
transportation, housing, and research-related expenses.The deadline for applications is
November 21, 2014.
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Grants and Fellowships
Go to http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/category/grants-and-fellowships/ for complete descriptions.!

Emily Dickinson International Society Scholar in Amherst Award, 2015
EDIS invites applications for the 2015 Scholar in Amherst Program that supports exciting new
research on Dickinson. The award of $2,000 may be used for expenses related to that research
such as travel, accommodations, a rental car, or reproduction fees. Upon completion of their
research, recipients will write a letter to the EDIS Board outlining what they achieved with
EDIS support, and we appreciate acknowledgment in any resulting publications. We encourage
recipients to consider a visit to Amherst, but residency is not a requirement. Preference will be
given to persons with completed PhDs who are in the early stages of their careers. To apply for
the 2014 Scholar in Amherst Award, please submit a cv, a letter of introduction (written by the
applicant), and a two-page project proposal including preliminary budget and brief bibliography,
by January 15, 2015 to Paul Crumbley at paul.crumbley@usu.edu. Letters of recommendation
are not accepted as part of the application packet. Applications will be acknowledged upon
receipt and applicants notified of final decisions by March 1. For more information, see
www.emilydickinsoninternationalsociety.org

!
Emily Dickinson International Society Graduate Student Fellowship, 2015
EDIS announces a fellowship award of $1,000 in support of graduate student scholarship on
Emily Dickinson. The award may be used to fund travel to collections or conferences, to support
book purchases, or for other research expenses (such as reproduction costs) necessary to the
project. Preference will be given to applicants enrolled in doctoral programs and engaged in the
writing of dissertations or other major projects directed toward publication. Applicants should
be aware that a dissertation project need not be focused solely on Dickinson; however, a
substantial part of the work should significantly engage Dickinson’s life, work, reputation, or
influence. To apply, please send a cv, a project description, the names and contact information of
two references, and a dissertation prospectus or other relevant writing sample of no more than
25 pages to Paul Crumbley at paul.crumbley@usu.edu. Applications are due by January 15,
2015. Letters of recommendation are not accepted as part of the application packet. Applications
will be acknowledged upon receipt and applicants notified of final decisions by March 1. For
more information, see www.emilydickinsoninternationalsociety.org.

!!
!
!
!
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New Articles
Avallone, Charlene. “‘My Twin Sister’: George Sand, Lydia Maria Child, and the Epistolary
Journalistic Essay.” George Sand Studies. 31 (2012): 31-50.

!Bannett, Nina. "Keepsakes, Promises, Exchange: Female Friendship in Harriet Beecher Stowe's The Pearl of
Orr's Island.” The New England Quarterly September 2014, Vol. 87, No. 3: 412–433.
!Capo, Beth Widmaier. “Global Feminism from Page to Stage: Teaching Half the Sky and Seven.”
Feminist Teacher 23:1 (Fall 2013): 17-30.

Capo, Beth Widmaier. “Modern Girls in the Midwestern City: Kay Boyleʼs Process and Meridel Le
Sueurʼs The Girl”. E-REA: Electronic Journal of Studies on English Speaking World (Revue
Electronique d’Etudes sur le Monde Anglophon). 10.2 (Spring 2013). http://erea.revues.org/
Golden, Amanda. “Anne Sexton’s Modern Library.” Collecting, Curating, and Researching Writers’
Libraries: A Handbook. Eds. Richard W. Oram and Joseph Nicholson. Scarecrow Press, Rowman &
Littlefield, 2014. 85-102.
Goodspeed-Chadwick, Julie. “Trauma and Identity Politics in Ai’s Dread.” College Literature: A
Journal of Critical Literary Studies 41.3 (Summer 2014): 114-132.
Goodspeed-Chadwick, Julie. “Reconfiguring Identities in the Word and in the World: Naming
Marginalized Subjects and Articulating Marginal Narratives in Early Canonical Works by Gertrude
Stein.” South Central Review 31.2 (Summer 2014): 9-27.
Jacobson, Kristin J. “Profitable Sentiments: HBOʼs The Wire and Harriet Beecher Stoweʼs Uncle Tomʼs
Cabin.” The Sentimental Mode: Essays in Literature, Film and Television. Eds. Jennifer A. Williamson
and Jennifer Larson. McFarland Publishers, 2014: 151-174.
Jones, Paul Christian. “A Scribbling Woman’s Rebuttal: Grace Greenwood Responds to the
Hawthornes.” Nathaniel Hawthorne Review 39.2 (Fall 2013): 166-181.
Jones, Paul Christian. “‘Her Little Maid Mandy': The Abolitionist Slave Owner and the Rhetoric of
Affection in the Life and Early Fiction of E.D.E.N. Southworth.” J19 2.1 (Spring 2014): 59-88.
Laffrado, Laura. “The Pacific Northwest (Re)Writes New England: Civic Myth and Women’s Literary
Regionalism in Ella Higginson’s Revision of The Scarlet Letter.” Nathaniel Hawthorne Review 40, 1
(2014) 18-40.
Patterson, Cynthia Lee. “Performative Morality: Godey's Match Plates, Nineteenth-Century Stage
Practice, and Social/Political/Economic Commentary in America's Popular Ladies’ Magazine.” Journal
of American Studies 48:2 (May 2014): 613-637.
Rosenthal, Debra J. “The Sentimental Appeal to Salvific Paternity in Uncle Tom’s Cabin and MobyDick.” Texas Studies in Literature and Language 56:2 (Summer 2014), 135-147.
Uno, Hiroko. "Emily Dickinson and Japanese Flowers (1) - Lonicera
japonica -." Kobe College Studies 60.1 (June 2013): 193-203.

!---. "Emily Dickinson and Japanese Flowers (2-1)." Kobe College Studies
61.1 (June 2014): 154-167.

Dr. Donna Decker, professor in the English department at Franklin Pierce University in Rindge, NH has
a feature article in the Fall 2014 issue of Ms. Magazine: "In the Aftermath of Isla Vista."

!
!

SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF AMERICAN WOMEN WRITERS

SSAWW NEWSLETTER 15.2	


FALL 2014

PAGE 25

New Books
Between the Novel and the News: The Emergence of American Women’s
Writing
Sari Edelstein

!
http://books.upress.virginia.edu/detail%2Fbooks%2Fgroup-4759.xml?q=
!

While American literary history has long acknowledged the profound
influence of journalism on canonical male writers, Sari Edelstein argues that
American women writers were also influenced by a dynamic relationship with the
mainstream press. From the early republic through the turn of the twentieth
century, she offers a comprehensive reassessment of writers such as Catharine
Maria Sedgwick, Harriet Jacobs, and Charlotte Perkins Gilman. Drawing on slave
narratives, sentimental novels, and realist fiction, Edelstein examines how advances in journalism—including
the emergence of the penny press, the rise of the story-paper, and the birth of eyewitness reportage—shaped not
only a female literary tradition but also gender conventions themselves.

!

Excluded from formal politics and lacking the vote, women writers were deft analysts of the prevalent
tropes and aesthetic gestures of journalism, which they alternately relied upon and resisted in their efforts to
influence public opinion and to intervene in political debates. Ultimately, Between the Novel and the News is a
project of recovery that transforms our understanding of the genesis and the development of American women’s
writing.
Reading Prisoners: Literature, Literacy, and the Transformation of American
Punishment, 1700-1845 (Rutgers UP, October 2014)

!Jodi Schorb
!Shining new light on early American prison literature—from its origins in last

words, dying warnings, and gallows literature to its later works of autobiography,
exposé, and imaginative literature—Reading Prisoners weaves together insights
about the rise of the early American penitentiary, the history of early American
literacy instruction, and the transformation of crime writing in the “long”
eighteenth century.
Looking first at colonial America—an era often said to devalue jailhouse literacy—Jodi Schorb reveals
that in fact this era launched the literate prisoner into public prominence. Criminal confessions
published between 1700 and 1740, she shows, were crucial “literacy events” that sparked widespread
public fascination with the reading habits of the condemned, consistent with the evangelical revivalism
that culminated in the first Great Awakening. By century’s end, narratives by condemned criminals
helped an audience of new writers navigate the perils and promises of expanded literacy.

!

Catalog/Press page link:
http://rutgerspress.rutgers.edu/product/Reading-Prisoners,5266.aspx

!
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New Books
Renfroe, Alicia Mischa. Ed. and Introd. A Law Unto Herself by Rebecca Harding
Davis. Lincoln: Nebraska UP, 2014.

!A scathing critique of the legal status of women and their property rights in nineteenthcentury America, Rebecca Harding Davis’s 1878 novel A Law Unto Herself chronicles
the experiences of Jane Swendon, a seemingly naïve and conventional nineteenthcentury protagonist struggling to care for her elderly father with limited financial
resources. In order to continue care, Jane seeks to secure her rightful inheritance
despite the efforts of her cousin and later her husband, a greedy man who has tricked
her father into securing her hand in marriage.

!Appealing to middle-class literary tastes of the age, A Law Unto Herself elucidated for

a broad general audience the need for legal reforms regarding divorce, mental illness,
inheritance, and reforms to the Married Women’s Property Laws. Through three fascinating female
characters, the novel also invites readers to consider evolving gender roles during a time of cultural
change.

!http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Law-Unto-Herself,675929.aspx

Dickinson's Fascicles: A Spectrum of Possibilities. Ed. Paul Crumbley and Eleanor
Elson Heginbotham. Ohio State U P, 2014.
Essays include those by Sharon Cameron, Melanie Hubbard, Eleanor Elson
Heginbotham, Domhnall Mitchell, Paula Bernat Bennett, Martha Nell Smith,
Alexandra Socarides, Ellen Louise Hart, Paul Crumbley, with a brief coda by Susan
Howe.
Many SSAWW members among those contributing to the continuing lively debate
about whether, why, how, and to what effects we might read Dickinson through those

40 manuscript books.

Making Home: Orphanhood, Kinship, and Cultural Memory in Contemporary American Novels.
Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2014. Print.

!Maria Holmgren Troy, Elizabeth Kella, and Helena Wahlström.
!Making Home explores the figure of the orphan child in a broad selection of

contemporary US novels by popular and critically acclaimed authors Barbara
Kingsolver, Linda Hogan, Leslie Marmon Silko, Marilynne Robinson, Michael
Cunningham, Jonathan Safran Foer, John Irving, Kaye Gibbons, Octavia Butler, Jewelle
Gomez and Toni Morrison.

http://www.manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/cgi-bin/indexer?product=9780719089596
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SSAWW o n So c i al M ed i a

!

You can now find SSAWW on LinkedIn. There is a space for
discussions as well as job postings. You can also link this
group to your LinkedIn profile. Join this open group: http://
www.linkedin.com/groups/Society-Study-American-WomenWriters-5170802?trk=myg_ugrp_ovr!

!

!
!

The Maine Women Writers Collection now has a Facebook
page; you can also follow us on Twitter. Please consider
becoming a fan and following our tweets.!

!

<http://www.facebook.com/pages/Portland‐ME/Maine‐
Women‐ Writers‐Collection/14123302255526.>!
<http://twitter.com/MEWomenWriters> !

!

!
!

SSAWW invites you to become a fan of our new Facebook
page.!

!

Facebook homepage: <www.facebook.com>.!
In Facebook, simply search for ʺSociety for the Study of
American Women Writersʺ or use this link <http://
www.facebook.com/pages/ Society‐for‐the‐Study‐of‐
American‐Women‐Writers/324215233870> to find us. !

!

There is also a new Facebook group for graduate students
belonging to SSAWW. !

!

You will need to create a Facebook account, if you do not
already have one. (Facebook is a free social networking
site.)!

!

!
!

You can follow these feeds through Facebook and Twitter or
find them at the SSAWW site, http://
ssawwnew.wordpress.com. Materials posted to the site
automatically are posted to Twitter and Facebook. !

!

You can also join the SSAWW listserv, SSAWW-L, at http://
ssawwnew.wordpress.com/ssaww-l/!

SSAWW Newsletter

!The	
  SSAWW	
  Newsletter	
  is	
  

published	
  twice	
  a	
  year,	
  
Spring	
  and	
  Fall.	
  The	
  
Newsletter	
  is	
  distributed	
  as	
  a	
  
benePit	
  of	
  membership	
  to	
  
SSAWW	
  members.	
  

!Back	
  issues	
  are	
  available	
  at	
  
the	
  SSAWW	
  site.	
  	
  
!The	
  calls	
  for	
  papers,	
  news	
  

from	
  regional	
  study	
  groups,	
  
announcements	
  of	
  new	
  
books,	
  and	
  other	
  information	
  
in	
  this	
  edition	
  of	
  the	
  SSAWW	
  
Newsletter	
  can	
  also	
  be	
  found	
  
on	
  our	
  new	
  web	
  site,	
  http://
ssawwnew.wordpress.com	
  

!Please	
  send	
  all	
  

announcements	
  for	
  the	
  web	
  
site	
  and	
  the	
  newsletter	
  
directly	
  to	
  Donna	
  Campbell	
  
at	
  <ssaww.web@gmail.com>.	
  	
  

!For	
  information	
  on	
  

membership,	
  contact	
  Heidi	
  
Hanrahan	
  
<hhanrahan@shepherd.edu>	
  

!Organizations	
  interested	
  in	
  

afPiliation	
  with	
  SSAWW	
  
should	
  contact	
  Richard	
  Ellis	
  
<r.j.ellis@bham.ac.uk>>.	
  	
  

!Deadlines	
  for	
  submissions	
  
for	
  the	
  SSAWW	
  Newsletter:	
  
!Fall	
  Issue:	
  September	
  25	
  
!Spring	
  Issue:	
  March	
  25	
  
!Did	
  you	
  know	
  that	
  you	
  can	
  

now	
  pay	
  your	
  SSAWW	
  dues	
  
with	
  PayPal?	
  http://
ssawwnew.wordpress.com/
membership/

!
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