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SSAWW

President’s Letter

Hi everyone,

Well, it seems to me that everything in SSAWW is thrumming 
along presently. The web listserv exchanges have remained  
really lively, for example: see  http://
ssawwnew.wordpress.com/ssaww-l/  (thanks, Donna).

This letter from the President is going to cover a few ideas. If 
you want to send me ideas/feedback, Iʼd love to hear from you: 
I am always keen to hear from members with good ideas: just 
email me (r.j.ellis@bham.ac.uk). Iʼd be delighted to hear from 
you. 

I cannot cover everything that has been going on recently in 
SSAWW, but here are a few highlights.

Beth Lueck has stepped up to take on the role of Associate 
Conference Director, joining up with Rita Bode. (VP 
Organizational). Thanks, Beth. 

Talking of the conference, we have now agreed with the 
Sheraton Society Hill in Philadelphia to take the triennial 
conference there in November 2015 (4-8 November). I think 
this item is being covered elsewhere in the newsletter, but Iʼm 
very excited: huge thanks to Rita, of course, and latterly to 
Beth. The Sheraton has just been massively refitted so it 
should be good. Get these dates into your diary!

I have also been exploring the idea of holding a conference 
abroad in the future, as the first in an occasional series if it is a 
success. As I announced via the web listserv, Bordeaux has 
indicated it would like to host the conference: to be exact, the 
Université Michel de Montaigne - Bordeaux 3. The date that is 
being suggested is June/July 2017.

--continued on next page
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President’s Letter, Continued
Can I immediately underline that holding this event will be an extra, an add-on, and that the 
triennial conference will continue exactly as normal in an uninterrupted three-year cycle – 
i.e., the usual cycle: 2015; 2018; 2021 (et cetera). The idea of going abroad occasionally is 
to increase international participation and international exchange. For example, though 
plainly some will not be able to afford to travel abroad – and graduate students will be the 
most affected – at the same time graduates abroad may find it easier to travel. For instance, 
if we do go to Bordeaux, then graduate students in Europe will be advantaged. 

Some of our members have rightly raised the issue of affordability, but my own feeling is that 
the gains in going international may outweigh any disadvantages. So I am currently planning 
to progress the Bordeaux option. 

On another tack related to conferences, we have been negotiating with hotel chains about 
the idea of block booking several triennial conferences to bring down costs (this is a 
technique used  by a number of learned societies). Because we have a triennial conference 
timetable, however, this has not worked out. Hotel chains will not provide price guarantees 
so far ahead as soon becomes necessary: Philadelphia in 2015 is followed by Denver in 
2018 is followed by ?Philadelphia in 2021 – and you see how far into the twenty-first century 
we have plunged! However, currently, we are still attracted to the idea of making 
arrangements for each triennial conference simpler, by establishing a regular, alternating 
cycle (to avoid having to start from scratch each time): East Philly West Denver East Philly 
… .

Kristin Jacobsen has been very busy reaching out to learned societies asking if they would 
like to affiliate with SSAWW. Itʼs been a while since weʼve done this and quite a lot of interest 
is being stoked up. This is great: so, of course, thanks, Kristin for this great initiative!

The lifetime membership remains an utter bargain at $150. The rise in this amount is now 
imminent, so do consider snatching up the bargain. Here is the link: http://
ssawwnew.wordpress.com/membership/electronic
 
Meanwhile, as announced in my last ʻletterʼ,  we have increased the number of 
postgraduates on the SSAWW advisory board. Each is attached to one of the VPs (with the 
exception of the Treasurer) and one to the Associate Conference Director. Koritha Mitchell 
conducted a scrupulously open selection process (thanks to her for her careful efforts in this 
regard). 

The results were as follows:

• Rita Bode, Vice President, Organizational is now supported by Leslie Allison
• Beth Lueck, Associate Conference Director is supported by Martha Pitts
• Donna Campbell, Vice President, Publications is supported by Jordan Von Cannon

-‐-‐con%nued	  on	  next	  page

http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/membership/electronic
http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/membership/electronic
http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/membership/electronic
http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/membership/electronic


SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF AMERICAN WOMEN WRITERS                                                                                                                               

INVESTOR NEWSLETTER ISSUE N°3	
 FALL  2009SSAWW NEWSLETTER 14.1	
 SPRING 2013                                                                      PAGE  3

President’s Letter, continued
Leslie, Martha, and Jordan join Kristin Allukian, already on the advisory board, who was 
already working with Kristin Jacobsen, Vice President, Development.

My heartfelt thanks to all of these graduate students for putting their shoulders to the 
SSAWW wheel!

We have  organized two fantastic panels  for ALA Washington in 2014 (we always seek to 
organize two panels at ALA each year). Alongside these, as usual, there will be an open 
meeting for all SSAWW members attending ALA. The panels will happen on 22 May, as will 
the SSAWW open meeting (just after the second panel ends). Kristin Jacobsen and Kristin 
Allukian led this process brilliantly. See http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/?s=washington for 
details. Do please come along. I do hope to see lots of you at all three of these happenings!

Last but not least, it has become obvious to us all that the advances in and proliferation of  
electronic communication modes has made the jobs of Kristin Jacobsen (VP Development)  
and Donna Campbell (VP publications)much more demanding than ever and much more 
demanding than in the past: twitter; website; listserv; Facebook … . The suggestion, as 
advanced by Donna, is that a new executive  post is created to cater for these developments 
– most probably to attend to some aspects of these electronic communication modes. Kristin 
and Donna are considering how best things might be divided up. Once this is fixed, we can 
proceed to formally establishing a new executive position. Watch this space.   -- Dick Ellis 
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Legacy Notes

SSAWW 
ADVISORY BOARD

Beth	  Capo	  (2014)
Illinois	  College	  

Daniella	  Chin	  (2014)
Sichuan	  University

Theresa	  Strouth	  Gaul
(Legacy)	  Texas	  Christian	  
University

Susan	  K.	  Harris	  (2014)
Univ.	  of	  Kansas

Koritha	  Mitchell	  (2014)
Ohio	  State	  University

Birgit	  Spengler	  (2014)
Univ	  of	  Frankfort

Laura	  Tohe	  (2014)
Arizona	  State	  University

Susan	  Tomlinson
(Legacy)	  Univ.	  of	  
Massachusetts	  Boston

Jennifer	  S.	  Tuttle
(Legacy)	  Univ.	  of	  New	  
England

Johanna	  Wagner	  (2014)
Maastricht	  University

New People at Legacy

Legacy welcomes the following individuals to our growing team: 

Editorial Board Members

Laura Korobkin, Boston University, and Karen Weyler, 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro, have recently 
joined us as the newest members of our editorial board.  We 
are grateful indeed to have them.  Both of their terms expire at 
the end of 2016.

We also thank outgoing Board member Gregory Eiselein, 
whose term recently expired, for his first-rate service to the 
journal and the field.  Most fortunately for us, Greg will remain 
with us as a consultant/reader and a digital and social media 
consultant (for Twitter).

New Digital and Social Media Consultant

Randi Tanglen, of Austin College, is now at the helm of 
Legacyʼs Facebook page. We are lucky to have her lively and 
creative expertise!

New Consultant/Readers

Since last fall, Legacy has had the good fortune to welcome (or, 
in some cases, to welcome back) several new consultant/
readers: Kimberly Blockett, DoVeanna Fulton, Ivonne M. 
García, Janet Gray, Melissa Homestead, Denise MacNeil, 
Barbara McCaskill, Tim Morris, Elizabeth Sheehan, and 
Cassander Smith.  We thank all of them for their service.

(continued on next page)
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Call for Papers

Legacy welcomes essays on texts and contexts of U.S. women writers from the seventeenth 
through the early twentieth centuries. We are interested in authors' works; genre studies; 
implications of race, ethnicity, class, and sexualities in women's (con)texts; and historical and 
material culture issues pertinent to women's lives and literary productions.  

We publish regular essays of up to 10,000 words as well as a variety of shorter features, 
including meditations on archival praxis and recovery, Profiles, Reprints, On Culture, and 
From the Archives. 

Please note that because we use a double-blind review process, all Legacy consultant/
readers are welcome to submit their work to the journal.

Please consult the Legacy website (http://legacywomenwriters.org) for full submission 
instructions.

Legacy at Upcoming Conferences

American Literature Association Conference

Legacy coeditor Susan Tomlinson will participate in a “Roundtable on Publishing in Scholarly 
Journals: Advice from Editors” at the ALA Conference in Washington, DC, May 22-25, 2014.  
Chaired by Faye Halpern, University of Calgary, the roundtable will occur on Thursday, May 
22.

Society of Early Americanists Conference

Legacy will sponsor two panels at the SEA Conference in Chicago, June 18-21, 2015.  CFPs 
are in process by Tamara Harvey, on alternatives to seduction in early America, and Karen 
Weyler, on issues of polyvocality and collaboration.  Please watch the Legacy web venues 
and the SSAWW listserve for more detailed announcements soon. 

Donʼt forget to visit Legacyʼs website: 
www.legacywomenwriters.org and to follow us on Twitter: @LegacyWmenWrite.

--Jennifer Tuttle
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Legacy Notes, continued
Legacy Table of Contents

Forthcoming in Issue 31.1 (Spring 2014)

“Finding Place to Speak: Sarah Winnemuccaʼs Rhetorical Practices in Disciplinary 
Spaces” by Rosalyn Collings Eves

Approaches to Recovering Early Women
Conference presentations from recent Legacy-sponsored panels

~“States of Recollection: How Seventeenth-Century Women Thought about Recovery 
and the Atlantic World” by Tamara Harvey

~“Looking for Stories of Inarticulate Women” by Ava Chamberlain
~“Interpretative Challenges Posed by the Gendered Performances of Early American 

Female Criminals” by Amelia C. Lewis
~“Phillis Wheatley on Friendship” by Tara Bynum
~“ʼMemorials of Exemplary Women Are Peculiarly Interestingʼ: Female Biography in 

Early National America” by Lucia McMahon

A Riff, A Call, and A Response: A Forum
Edited by P. Gabrielle Foreman
$

~“Better a Bloody Shovel than Ambivalence” by Joycelyn Moody
~“Do You Have Any Skin in the Game?” by Kimberly Blockett 
~“Out of the Kitchen of the House of Fiction” by M. Giulia Fabi 
~“Twenty-First-Century African American Literary Studies as Movement” by Herman 

Beavers 
~“Race and the Mind/Body Problem” by Katherine Clay Bassard
~“Whiteness Visible” by John Ernest 

Legacy Profile
Mary Dwinell Chellis Lund (1826-1891) by Larisa Asaeli

Excerpt from “Drinking Jack” (1881) by Mary Dwinell Chellis

Legacy Reprint
Introduction: “Investing in Literature: Ernestine Rose and the Harlem Branch Public Library of 

the 1920s” by Barbara Hochman
"Serving New York's Black City" by Ernestine Rose

Book Reviews, including “Critical Legacies”: A special anniversary forum in celebration of 
Nina Baymʼs Womanʼs Fiction: A Guide to Novels by and about Women in America, 
1820-1870, Frances Smith Fosterʼs Written By Herself: Literary Production by African 
American Women, 1746-1892, and Shirley Samuelsʼ The Culture of Sentiment: Race, 
Gender, and Sentimentality in 19th-Century America. 
Contributors: Marianne Noble, Elizabeth Stockton, Duncan Faherty, John Ernest,  

Xiomara Santamarina, Elizabeth Cali, Glenn Hendler, María Carla Sánchez, 
Jennifer Travis
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Two Invitations from SSAWW: Institutional Home and Post-1945 Journal

The Society for the Study of American Women Writers is a long-established and prestigious 
learned society. It has in recent years grown quite rapidly and now has over 400 members. Further 
growth looks probable. This is leading the Society to revisit its existing organisation.

In two key arenas the Society is looking to introduce two developments.

Firstly, the society is seeking an institutional or a departmental base which will provide the 
society with a level of support in a number of key arenas.

• By maintaining the website and working with the societyʼs officers to secure good, up-to-
date and reliable presentation of the society as a WWW presence, including advice and 
suggestions on how to develop and improve this web presence.

• By providing a small archive facility for SSAWW materials.
• By providing administrative support for the societyʼs officers when pursuing their SSAWW 

duties. SSAWW in return would provide funding to finance graduate support for this.
The website, the membership list and all the key infrastructural supports of the society are already 
developed, so this is not a project that involves working from scratch, but taking over, maintaining 
and, if and where appropriate, improving the societyʼs provisions.

Secondly, the society intends to establish a new on-line journal, a sister journal to Legacy, with 
which it is closely connected (the online journal to cover the period 1945 to the present day). 
Again, the society is intending to seek institutional support for such a development.

• By maintaining the journal website and working with the journal editor to secure good, up-
to-date and reliable presentation of the journal as a WWW presence, including advice and 
suggestions on how to develop and improve this web presence. The editor will be 
appointed by an open election process within SSAWW.

• By appointing, at least in the first instance, a managing editor, in consultative agreement 
with the SSAWW, to work with the editor.

This communication invites individuals/departments/institutions to tender for the support/
hosting of these two SSAWW initiatives. The tenders can be for the support of either or both 
of these initiatives.

 Closing date for both tenders: 30 June 2014

 Please submit the tenders to r.j.ellis@bham.ac.uk
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SSAWW Announcements
SSAWW is pleased to welcome five new affiliate societies:

Katherine Anne Porter Society: 
Contact Person: Beth Alvarez
Mailing Address: Hornbake Library, University of Maryland, College Park, MD  20742
Web address: http://www.kaportersociety.org/
Email: alvarez@umd.edu

Western Literature Association 
Contact Person:    Sabine Barcatta
Mailing Address:  PO Box 6815, Logan UT 84341
Web address: www.westernlit.org
WLA Blog address: westlit.wordpress.com
Email: info@westernlit.org OR wlaoperations@gmail.com

The H.D. International Society 

Contact Person: Celena E. Kusch and Rebecca Walsh
Mailing Address: Celena E. Kusch, University of South Carolina Upstate, 800 University Way, 
Spartanburg, SC 29303 and 
Rebecca Walsh, Department of English and Ph.D. Program in Communication, Rhetoric, and 
Digital Media (CRDM), NC State University, Raleigh, NC 27695
Web address (if available):  http://hdis.chass.ncsu.edu

Mary McCarthy Society

Contact Person: Dr. Sabrina Fuchs Abrams
Mailing Address:  SUNY Empire State College, School for Graduate Study, 150 E. Route 59, 
Nanuet, New York 10954 (work)
Web address: marymccarthy.org

Elizabeth Madox Roberts Society 
Contact Person: Matthew Nickel, President
Web address: emrsociety.com 
Email: mattcnickel@gmail.com

Current list of all affiliate societies: http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/membership/affiliates/

--Kristin J. Jacobson
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SSAWW Announcements
SSAWW 2015 Conference in Philadelphia 

Plans are underway for the sixth SSAWW conference, November 4-8, 2015. We are returning 
to the Sheraton Society Hill in Philadelphia (hotel room rate of $179.00 a night). Further 
information and the call for papers will be available later this spring / early summer. We are 
excited about continuing the precedents for stimulating and engaging intellectual encounters 
in a collegial environment. Please save the date and watch for further announcements on the 
website. 

The conference planning team: Rita Bode (Trent), Beth Lueck (UW-Whitewater), Richard Ellis 
(Birmingham), Miranda Green-Barteet (Western), Leslie Allison (Temple), Martha Pitt 
(Louisiana State).

SSAWW at ALA

We are happy to announce the SSAWW panels for the 2014 ALA Conference in Washington, 
D.C. Below, please find the complete listings of our two panels: Digital American Women 
Writers and Political American Women Writers. 

Many thanks go to our readers who helped select the papers for each of the panels: Emily 
Van Dette, LuElla DʼAmico, Denise MacNeil, Barbara McCaskill, Maria Sanchez, and Terri 
Pantuso. Their contributions to SSAWW are very much appreciated.

Both panels as well as the SSAWW business meeting are scheduled for Thursday, May 22. 
We are looking forward to the ALA panels and hope to see many of you in Washington, D.C.

Session 1-B POLITICAL AMERICAN WOMEN WRITERS
Thursday, May 22, 2014: 9:00–10:20am

Co-Chairs: Kristin Allukian, University of Florida and Kristin Jacobson, The Richard 
Stockton College of New Jersey

1. “ʻpeople + place = politicsʼ: Terry Tempest Williamsʼ Democratizing Ethos,” Jeannette E. 
Riley, UMass Dartmouth and Kathleen M. Torrens, University of Rhode Island

2. “ʻChanging the Converse Cipők Vásárlásaation on Healthy Eatingʼ: The White House 
Kitchen Garden and Michelle Obamaʼs Public Health Discourse,” Terre Ryan, Loyola 
University Maryland

3. “Benevolence and the New Left: Reimagining the Welfare State in Marge Piercyʼs Woman 
on the Edge of Time,” Brandon Gordon, Sonoma State University

continued on next page
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SSAWW Announcements

Session 4-D DIGITAL AMERICAN WOMEN WRITERS
Thursday, May 22, 2014: 1:30–2:50pm

Co-Chairs: Kristin Allukian, University of Florida and Kristin Jacobson, The Richard 
Stockton College of New Jersey

1. “Digital Writers/Digital Readers: Teaching and Learning With Student-Authored Digital 
Posters,” Stephanie A. Tingley, Youngstown State University

2. “Digital Resources and the Magazine Context of Edith Whartonʼs Short Stories,” Paul J. 
Ohler, Kwantlen Polytechnic University

3. “Digital Images of Flowers and the Suffrage Movement in Nineteenth-Century Womenʼs 
Journals,” Gabby Serrano, Angelo State University

4. “Story Paper (Anti-)Heroines: Reading Alcottʼs Potboilers in the Digital Archives,” Michael 
DʼAlessandro, Boston University

Session 5-M BUSINESS MEETING

Society for the Study of American Women Writers

Thursday, May 22, 2014:3:00–4:20pm For complete versions of the calls for papers, go to 
http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/category/cfp/

Society for American Periodicals http://www.periodicalresearch.org/

Calls for Papers
Legacy Call for Papers

Legacy welcomes essays on texts and contexts of U.S. women writers from the seventeenth 
through the early twentieth centuries. The journal seeks articles on individual authors' works; 
genre studies; implications of race, ethnicity, class, and sexualities in women's (con)texts; and 
historical and material culture issues pertinent to women's lives and literary productions. 
Articles should be no fewer than 8,000 and no more than 10,000 words in length, including all 
notes and documentation. 

Submissions should be sent electronically as attachments to an e-mail addressed to legacy-
editor@une.edu. For more information, please visit our new website: 
www.legacywomenwriters.org.
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Calls for Papers
For complete versions of the calls for papers, go to http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/category/cfp/ 

Call for Papers
Legacy: A Journal of American Women Writers

Special issue, “Recovering Alice Dunbar-Nelson for the 21st Century”
Guest Editors Sandra Zagarell, Katherine Adams, and Caroline Gebhard

Legacy: A Journal of American Women Writers solicits papers for a special issue devoted to writing by  
Alice Dunbar-Nelson. Best known today as the author of regionalist short fiction set in her native New 
Orleans, Dunbar-Nelson was also an essayist, poet, playwright, newspaper columnist and editor, 
diarist, anthologist, educator, and activist engaged in the suffrage movement and African American 
political and social advancement. 

Neither Dunbar-Nelsonʼs oeuvre nor her life fits comfortably into the ways of thinking that have 
traditionally shaped Americanist, African Americanist, and feminist criticism. For example, while some 
of her short stories openly engage racial inequity, much of the New Orleans fiction seems to hew to an 
aesthetic that prizes polish over politics. It takes considerable knowledge of the cityʼs racialized 
cultural geography and history to recognize how artfully Dunbar-Nelsonʼs fiction unsettles 
presumptions about racial and sexual distinctions, religion, ethnicity, nation, class, and gender. 
Dunbar-Nelsonʼs own racial attitudes were enormously complicated. She was a prominent black 
activist and public intellectual; she felt that as a light-skinned African American she suffered from 
reverse colorism; she was herself sometimes derisive about dark-skinned blacks. Her sexuality was 
fluid: she had sexual-romantic relationships with women as well as men, and her most enduring 
relationships were with her third husband, Robert J. Nelson, and a woman educator, Edwina B. Kruse.  

Despite Akasha Gloria Hullʼs pioneering recovery work and the publication of three volumes by the 
Schomburg Library of Nineteenth-Century Black Women Writers, Dunbar-Nelsonʼs writing still awaits 
the recognition it merits. This special issue sets out to revisit Dunbar-Nelsonʼs work in relation to 
recent and new areas of scholarly inquiry, including critical regionalisms; new southern studies; 
intersectional feminist criticism; black print culture and periodicals studies; the rethinking of 
periodization; and reconsiderations of relationships between genre and literary historiography, politics 
and aesthetics. Not only do such frameworks promise to bring Dunbar-Nelsonʼs writing and life more 
fully into view; the writing and the woman promise to help us complicate and advance these 
developing frameworks. 

The guest editors invite submissions focused on any period or aspect of Dunbar-Nelsonʼs career, with 
a special interest in scholarship that looks beyond her New Orleans collections, Violets (1895) and 
The Goodness of St. Rocque (1899). Comparative analyses with contemporaneous writers are 
welcome. 

Deadline: Completed papers must be submitted by 30 September 2014. Length limit: 10,000 words 
(including endnotes and list of works cited) using MLA format. Send electronic copies of papers to this 
special issueʼs guest editors: Katherine Adams (adamsk@sc.edu), Sandra Zagarell 
(szagarel@oberlin.edu) and Caroline Gebhard (gebhard@mytu.tuskegee.edu). Questions may be 
directed to any of the three.
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Calls for Papers

For complete versions of the calls for papers, go to http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/category/cfp/ 

Call for Papers:  Food and Utopia

Utopian Studies, the interdisciplinary journal of the Society for Utopian Studies, seeks essays for a 
special issue on utopian foodways, broadly conceived.  Essays which employ or revise theories of 
utopia and/or food practices of the last decade are especially welcome. Topics might include, but are 
not limited to:

• Food in intentional communities: production, preparation, consumption, clean up, and/or 
disposal   

• Food practices in literary works
• Food author studies (e.g.  Michael Pollan, Margaret Atwood, Barbara Kingsolver)
• School gardens
• Food and waste:  alternative production, consumption, and/or disposal
• Urban food production:  allotments, rooftop gardens, aviary and apiary practices
• Utopian/dystopian diets: whole foods, slow foods, raw foods, supplements, GMOs, heirlooms
• NGOs and global food concerns

Essays should be no more than 7000 words, inclusive of citations according to Chicago Manual of 
Style, and submitted by April 30, 2014, to each of the special issue editors:  Etta Madden, Professor of 
English, Missouri State University, ettamadden@missouristate.edu; Timothy Miller, Professor of 
Religious Studies, University of Kansas, tkansas@ku.edu; and Lyman Tower Sargent, Professor 
Emeritus, University of Missouri, St. Louis, lyman.sargent@umsl.edu.  

CFP: American Periodicals

American Periodicals, the journal of the Research Society for American Periodicals, invites ongoing 
submissions for the three primary features in the journal: scholarly essays, book reviews, and “From 
the Archives.” Scholarly essays may treat any aspect of American periodicals (magazines, 
newspapers, and other periodical publications) from the beginning of American culture to the present. 
Submissions that treat such topics as the editorial policy, financing, production, readership, design, 
illustration, and circulation of one or more periodicals are welcome, as are those that explore the 
position of American periodicals within the broader culture. In particular, we welcome articles that, like 
the periodicals themselves, cross the boundaries of several disciplines and explore the complex ways 
that periodicals have shaped, and have been shaped by, American culture. 

For additional information visit the AP web site, http://www.amperiodicals.org/ and the web site for the 
Research 

IMPACT:  The Journal of the Center for Interdisciplinary Teaching & Learning is a peer-reviewed, 
bi-annual online journal that publishes scholarly and creative non-fiction essays about the theory, 
practice and assessment of interdisciplinary education. Essays should be between 500 and 5,000 
words and should follow the documentation style of the authorʼs main discipline. Essays can be 
submitted at: http://CITL.submittable.com/submit. For questions, contact Megan Sullivan at 
msullvan@bu.edu. IMPACT is produced by the Center for Interdisciplinary Teaching & Learning at the 
College of General Studies, Boston University. www.bu.edu/cgs/citl.
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Calls for Papers

For complete versions of the calls for papers, go to http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/category/cfp/ 

Call for Papers: Spring 2015 Special Issue of the Nathaniel Hawthorne Review:
“Women, Work, and Hawthorne”

“It is odd enough, that the kind of labor which falls to the lot of women is just that which chiefly 
distinguishes artificial life—the life of degenerated mortals—from the life of Paradise. Eve had no 
dinner-pot, and no clothes to mend and no washing day.”  So says Miles Coverdale, as he 
contemplates gendered divisions of labor in The Blithedale Romance. If for Coverdale, womenʼs work 
connotes spiritual corruption and class degeneration, elsewhere in Hawthorneʼs writings, womenʼs 
labor is associated variously with agency, authority, transgression, exploitation, oppression, order, duty, 
art, power, and magic.  Indeed, when one calls to mind Hawthorneʼs well-known statements about 
women authors—one type of working woman—and the public exposure attendant upon work for 
women, it is remarkable how many working women populate his texts:  seamstresses, lace-makers, 
shop-keepers, house-keepers, commercialized spiritualists, and, yes, writers and artists.  The spring 
2015 special issue of the Nathaniel Hawthorne Review invites fresh examinations of the topic of 
women and work in Hawthorneʼs fiction, journals, letters, and life.

Possible topics might include: Labor, gender, and class; Types of womenʼs work; what constitutes 
“work”?; Wage-workers; womenʼs paid and unpaid labor; Immigrant women and labor; Women and 
poverty, poor-houses, and charity; The self-made womanWomen, work, money, and power; Women 
and leisure; Labor and magic; Labor and religion;Women writers and their engagement with 
Hawthorneʼs representations of work and gender

Please send queries to Julie Hall (eng_jeh@shsu.edu) or Nancy Sweet (nsweet@csus.edu).  Complete 
essays of 4500-6000 words using current MLA style should be submitted electronically to Hall or Sweet 
in word.doc or docx format by July 15, 2014.

The H.D. International Society invites paper abstracts for a proposed panel for the Modernist Studies 
Association conference (Pittsburgh, Nov. 6-9, 2014),  “Modernist Women after The Career of that 
Struggle: New Scholarship on H.D. and Her Circle.”

In recognition of Rachel Blau DuPlessisʼs position as keynote speaker for the 2014 conference, the 
H.D. International Society calls for contributions to a panel considering the legacy of her early criticism, 
H.D.: The Career of that Struggle(1986), and proposing new directions in modernist studies of H.D. and 
her circle. We are working with Rachel Blau DuPlessis about the possibility of having her respond to 
the papers in this panel. As we reflect both backward and forward on this body of scholarly work, how 
should scholars today define the career and the struggle of H.D. and/or other modernist women in her 
circle?

Submit brief bios and 250-word abstracts by April 20 to ckusch@uscupstate.edu and 
rawalsh@ncsu.edu.

Youʼll also find this CFP on the new H.D. International Society website, http://hdis.chass.ncsu.edu/ 
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Go to http://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/category/grants-and-fellowships/ for complete descriptions. 

Maine Women Writers Collection Research Support Grants

The Maine Women Writers Collection at the University of New England announces the recipients 
of the 2013-14 MWWC Research Support Grants:

Kirin J. Makker, Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Project title: A Walk Down Main Street

Kate Silbert, University of Michigan
Project title: “ʻCommitted to Memoryʼ: Gender, Literary Engagement, and Commemorative 
Practice, 1780-1830” 

We congratulate Kirin and Kate and thank all who applied for grants this year.  There were many 
more excellent projects proposed than we were able to fund, and we appreciate everyoneʼs 
continued commitment to archives-based research.

For more information: www.une.edu/mwwc

Danky Fellowship (Deadline: 5.1.14)

Application Information

The Danky Fellowship provides $1000 in funds for one individual planning a trip to carry out 
research using the collections of the Wisconsin Historical Society (please see details of the 
collections at (http://www.wisconsinhistory.org). Grant money may be used for travel to the WHS, 
costs of copying pertinent archival resources, and living expenses while pursuing research here.  
If in residence during the semester, the recipient will be expected to give a presentation as part of 
the colloquium series of the Center for the History of Print and Digital Culture.

Preference will be given to:

• proposals undertaking research in print culture history
• researchers from outside Madison
• research likely to lead to publication

[more information  at http://www.slis.wisc.edu/DankyApply.htm]
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Capo, Beth Widmaier. “Modern Girls in the Midwestern City: Kay Boyleʼs Process and Meridel Le 
Sueurʼs The Girl”. E-REA: Electronic Journal of Studies on English Speaking World (Revue 
Electronique d'Etudes sur le Monde Anglophon). 10.2 (Spring 2013). http://erea.revues.org/

Capo, Beth Widmaier. “Global Feminism from Page to Stage: Teaching Half the Sky and Seven.” 
Feminist Teacher 23:1 (Fall 2013): 17-30.

Jacobson, Kristin J. "Profitable Sentiments: HBOʼs The Wire and Harriet Beecher Stoweʼs Uncle 
Tomʼs Cabin.” The Sentimental Mode: Essays in Literature, Film and Television. Eds. Jennifer A. 
Williamson and Jennifer Larson. McFarland Publishers, 2014: 151-174.

Jones, Paul Christian. "A Scribbling Woman's Rebuttal: Grace Greenwood Responds to the 
Hawthornes." Nathaniel Hawthorne Review 39.2 (Fall 2013): 166-181.

Jones, Paul Christian. "'Her Little Maid Mandy': The Abolitionist Slave Owner and the Rhetoric of 
Affection in the Life and Early Fiction of E.D.E.N. Southworth." J19 2.1 (Spring 2014): 59-88.

Koppelman, Susan Huddis. “A Brief Commentary On ʻHealth and Happiness,ʼ a short story by 
Virginia de Forrest from Godey's Lady's Book.” The Review of Disability Studies Hawaii, 9.4 
(2013): 61-65.

Rosenthal, Debra J. "The Sentimental Appeal to Salvific Paternity in Uncle Tom's 
Cabin  and Moby-Dick." Texas Studies in Literature and Language 56:2 (Summer 2014), 
135-147.

Anne Boyd Rioux has published an essay on the VIDA website comparing the roles of women in 
the late-19th-c. literary world with today. Sadly, things haven't changed as much as we might 
think. (VIDA is an organization that has conducted a count each year since 2009 of women's 
writings and reviews of their works in the leading literary venues. Their documentation of the 
very low representation of women writers--25% or less in many cases--has galvanized 
discussion of the persistent obstacles to women writers' success.) Anne's article is called 
"Women in the 'Republic of Letters' One-Hundred and Thirty Years Ago and Today" and can be 
found atvidaweb.org. 
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Helen R. Deese, ed.  Selected Journals of  Caroline Healey Dall, Volume 2: 1855-1866. Boston: 
Massachusetts Historical Society, 2013.  Pp. 752.

This second volume of selections from Caroline Healey Dallʼs diary extends her story into the 
crucial period of her central role in the American womenʼs movement and her position as a 
founder of the American Social Science Association. These entries convey the Civil War, the 
tragedy of Lincolnʼs assassination, and other national events from the viewpoint of a strongly 
partisan New Englander. Dallʼs text also reveals her personal experience as a single mother 
who emerges from the shock of her husbandʼs departure to form a new identity as writer, 
lecturer, and reformer. An eloquent woman of sharp intelligence, positioned at the center of 
New England cultural and political events, Dall provides us with an extraordinary perspective 
on the era in which she—this "strangely gifted" but flawed and emotionally vulnerable woman
—lived.

  http://books.upress.virginia.edu/detail%2Fbooks%2Fgroup-4788.xml?q=selected%20journals%20of
%20caroline%20healey%20dall 

 

Anne Boyd Rioux's biography of Woolson will be published by Norton, tentatively scheduled for 
2016 and titled The Portrait of a Lady Novelist: The Daring Literary Life of Constance Fenimore 
Woolson.

New Books

Gaul, Theresa Strouth. Cherokee Sister:  The Collected Writings of 
Catharine Brown, 1818-1823  part of the Legacies of American Women 
Writers series at the University of Nebraska Press.

Catharine Brown (1800?–1823) became Brainerd Mission School’s 
first Cherokee convert to Christianity, a missionary teacher, and the 
first Native American woman whose own writings saw extensive 
publication in her lifetime. After her death from tuberculosis at age 
twenty-three, the missionary organization that had educated and later 
employed Brown commissioned a posthumous biography, Memoir of 
Catharine Brown, which  enjoyed widespread contemporary 
popularity and praise.

In Cherokee Sister Theresa Strouth Gaul collects all of Brown’s 
writings, consisting of letters and a diary, some appearing in print for 
the first time, as well as Brown’s biography and a drama and poems 
about her. This edition of Brown’s collected works and related 
materials firmly establishes her place in early nineteenth-century 
culture and her influence on American perceptions of Native 
Americans.

https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Cherokee-Sister,675763.aspx
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New Books
American Writers in Europe: 1850 to the Present. Edited 
by Ferdâ Asya. Palgrave Macmillan, 2013.

http://us.macmillan.com/americanwritersineurope

American Writers in Europe explores the impartial critical outlook that 
American writers acquired in different parts of Europe, from 1850 to the 
present, and used as a lens to view Europe and America.  Offering a 
broad range of American experiences in Europe in an extensive span of 
time, the book widens the history of the transatlantic cultural and literary 
dialogue between America and Europe.

Sacramental Shopping: Louisa May Alcott, Edith Wharton, 
and the Spirit of Modern Consumerism
Sarah Way Sherman
University of New Hampshire Press
2013 
http://www.upne.com/1611684223.html

Placing Little Women and The House of Mirth at the historical 
intersection of modern consumer culture and older religious discourse 
on materialism and identity, Sarah Way Sherman analyzes how Alcott 
and Wharton rework traditional Protestant discourse to interpret their 
heroinesʼ struggle with modern consumerism. Her conclusion reveals 
how Little Womenʼs optimism, still buoyed by otherworldly justice, 
providential interventions, and the notion of essential identity, ultimately 
gives way to the much darker vision of modern materialistic culture in 
The House of Mirth.

Sentimental Readers: The Rise, Fall, and Revival of a Disparaged 
Rhetoric. U of Iowa Press, 2013. 
Faye Halpern

How could novels like Uncle Tomʼs Cabin change the hearts and 
minds of thousands of mid-nineteenth-century readers, yet make so 
many modern readers cringe at their over-the-top, tear-filled 
scenes? Sentimental Readers explains why sentimental rhetoric was 
so compelling to readers of that earlier era, why its popularity waned 
in the latter part of the nineteenth century, and why today it is 
generally characterized as overly emotional and artificial. But author 
Faye Halpern also does more: she demonstrates that this now 
despised rhetoric remains relevant to contemporary writing teachers 
and literary scholars.
http://www.uiowapress.org/books/2013-fall/sentimental-readers.htm
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News from Affiliates and Regional Study Groups
Constance Fenimore Woolson Society 

ALA: The Woolson Society's panel is titled "New Contexts in the Study of Woolson" and will 
be at 10:30 am on Thursday. It will feature papers on Woolson and the digital humanities, by 
Lori Howard, the construction of the queer Latina in Woolson's "Felipa" and ABC's "Ugly 
Betty," by Roy Perez, and an argument for taking the recovery of 19th-century women writers 
public, by Anne Boyd Rioux. She would enjoy discussing with other SSAWW members how 
we can take our recovery work beyond the classroom and academic publishing. 

A new Woolson Society website is under construction and will soon be unveiled at 
constancefenimorewoolson.wordpress.com. It will include a growing archive of e-texts of 
Woolson's works. These will be edited texts with short introductions by scholars, suitable for 
printing out and using in the classroom. Anyone interested in participating in the construction 
of this archive should contact the society's President, Anne Boyd Rioux, at aeboyd@uno.edu.
 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman Society

NOMINATIONS SOLICITED FOR PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE 
CHARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN SOCIETY

The Charlotte Perkins Gilman Society invites nominations for the positions of President 
and Executive Director. Nominated individuals will have their names placed on ballots sent 
to the Society membership this spring. The elected Executive Director will assume office 
immediately following the election. The elected President will serve as President-elect until 
September 1, 2014, at which time s/he will assume the position of President.

Junior scholars as well as those new to Gilman studies are eligible and encouraged to 
consider these leadership roles.

Position Descriptions:

PRESIDENT. The President shall arrange for and preside over the annual business meeting 
of the Society and shall work with the Executive Director to promote the activities of the 
organization. The President shall appoint a Society member to chair the annual Gilman 
session to be held at the ALA Conference.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. The Executive Director shall receive dues and maintain 
membership and financial records of the organization. The Executive Director shall work with 
the President to promote the activities of the organization. The Executive Director will also 
prepare and maintain the minutes of the annual business meeting.

Nominations for both positions should be sent by April 15, 2014 to Stefanie Sydelnik, 
Newsletter Editor, at Stefanie.Sydelnik@rochester.edu
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You can now find SSAWW on LinkedIn. There is a space for 
discussions as well as job postings. You can also link this 
group to your LinkedIn profile. Join this open group: http://
www.linkedin.com/groups/Society-Study-American-Women-
Writers-5170802?trk=myg_ugrp_ovr

The Maine Women Writers Collection now has a Facebook 
page; you can also follow us on Twitter. Please consider 
becoming a fan and following our tweets.

<http://www.facebook.com/pages/Portland‐ME/Maine‐
Women‐ Writers‐Collection/14123302255526.>
<http://twitter.com/MEWomenWriters> 

SSAWW invites you to become a fan of our new Facebook 
page.

Facebook homepage: <www.facebook.com>.
In Facebook, simply search for ʺSociety for the Study of 
American Women Writersʺ or use this link <http://
www.facebook.com/pages/ Society‐for‐the‐Study‐of‐
American‐Women‐Writers/324215233870> to find us. 

There is also a new Facebook group for graduate students 
belonging to SSAWW. 

You will need to create a Facebook account, if you do not 
already have one. (Facebook is a free social networking 
site.)

You can follow these feeds through Facebook and Twitter or 
find them at the SSAWW site, http://
ssawwnew.wordpress.com. Materials posted to the site 
automatically are posted to Twitter and Facebook. 

You can also join the SSAWW listserv, SSAWW-L, at http://
ssawwnew.wordpress.com/ssaww-l/

SSAWW Newsletter

The	  SSAWW	  Newsletter	  is	  
published	  twice	  a	  year,	  
Spring	  and	  Fall.	  The	  
Newsletter	  is	  distributed	  as	  a	  
beneUit	  of	  membership	  to	  
SSAWW	  members.

Back	  issues	  are	  available	  at	  
the	  SSAWW	  site.	  

The	  calls	  for	  papers,	  news	  
from	  regional	  study	  groups,	  
announcements	  of	  new	  
books,	  and	  other	  information	  
in	  this	  edition	  of	  the	  SSAWW	  
Newsletter	  can	  also	  be	  found	  
on	  our	  new	  web	  site,	  http://
ssawwnew.wordpress.com

Please	  send	  all	  
announcements	  for	  the	  web	  
site	  and	  the	  newsletter	  
directly	  to	  Donna	  Campbell	  
at	  <ssaww.web@gmail.com>.	  

For	  information	  on	  
membership,	  contact	  Heidi	  
Hanrahan<hhanraha@shepe
rd.edu>

Organizations	  interested	  in	  
afUiliation	  with	  SSAWW	  
should	  contact	  Richard	  Ellis	  
<r.j.ellis@bham.ac.uk>>.	  

Deadlines	  for	  submissions	  
for	  the	  SSAWW	  Newsletter:

Fall	  Issue:	  September	  25

Spring	  Issue:	  March	  25

Did	  you	  know	  that	  you	  can	  
now	  pay	  your	  SSAWW	  dues	  
with	  PayPal?	  http://
ssawwnew.wordpress.com/
membership/
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